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2014 MISSION 
EDITORIAL 
FROM DR. BILL DUTTRY

Thank you for taking the time to read 
through this magazine. Our focus this 
year has been on the continent of North 
America which consists of twenty-three 
countries with an estimated three quarters of a billion 
people.  North America is the third largest continent 
by land mass and fourth in population to Asia, Africa, 
and Europe. The land mass is dominated by Canada, 
the United States, and Mexico with smaller countries of 
Central America and the Caribbean regions. 

We have read about the land. But more importantly, what 
about the three quarters of a billion people? Are they 
saved? Have they been given the Gospel? Do they have 
the Word of God in their language? Surveys say that 72% 
of North America falls under the category of “Christian,” 
which to them is Protestants, Catholics, and mainline 
denominations. Matthew 7:14 says, “Because strait is the 
gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.” This would indicate that all that 
claim to be Christian are not truly His. Later in chapter 
7, verses 22 & 23 He said, “Many will say to me in that 
day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in 
thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many 
wonderful works?  And then will I profess unto them, I never 
knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” We that 
know the Lord must daily make Him known to even those 
who would recognize themselves as “Christians.”

This conference is designed to draw our attention to those 
who in proximity are closest to us, yet are without Christ, 
unreached, and needing the precious Gospel of our Saviour.

Please be in prayer for our speakers throughout the 
conference. Spend time daily preparing your own heart to 
hear and receive from the Lord what He has for you.

In His work together,

Pastor Duttry
Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church of Milford, OH

MISSIONS CONFERENCE 2014: NORTH AMERICA                                      FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF MILFORD



5

As we approached the start of another summer 
missions trip season, we were excited to start a little 
differently than in years past. This year, we had the 
privilege of hosting the 100 Men Retreat as the group 
from First Baptist Church of Milford came during 
the first week of June. The purpose of this trip was to 
have a time of spiritual refreshment and to get several 
projects done on the property. While that was the 
plan, it was evident by the end of the trip that God 
did much more. 

The event began with preparation a few months 
earlier. Project planning was discussed between us 
and Milford and we quickly outlined a plan of what 
to do. In April, two leaders from Milford came down 
to physically finish up the planning of the projects 
and make sure that details were in order. On May 1, 
our staff began a month of project preparation. Our 
desire was to have all of the major projects prepared 
so that when the men arrived, they would be able to 
begin the projects. As the month of May unfolded, we 
realized that there was more to do than we thought. 
As we uncovered issues and roadblocks, we began to 
realize that Satan hates this ministry and did not want 
to see anything positive happen. However, May 1 also 
began a new practice in this ministry--daily prayer 
meetings as a staff. We discovered at an even greater 
level that NOTHING in ministry can be done without 

God’s power and so we set out to pray as a team each 
day asking God to give us His power. Although 
Satan attacked and tried to hinder the work, we saw 
time and time again as the Lord met the needs and 
showed Himself mighty. By the end of the month, the 
jobs were prepped and, most importantly, our faith 
increased.

The time of arrival came and the fellowship was 
sweet. Seeing all of our ministry friends from the 
home church added an extra amount of energy to 
everyone. We began with a work day on Saturday 
and enjoyed the opportunity to make great progress 
on the projects. The men, most of who had never 
worked together before, worked very well together. 
This was another answer to prayer as we had spent 
much prayer time asking God to unify our hearts and 
spirit. After a busy day of work, we had a great dinner 
and then went up to the mountain overlooking El 
Paso and Juarez and had a great testimony service 
and prayer time. There is something about 100 men 
singing praises to God and praying together. It truly 
was a tremendous start to the week.

Sunday was a great day in God’s house, both in 
America and in Mexico as we had services there 
Sunday night. Bro. Jim Roe preached a great message 
in Spanish and Bro. Hector Jimenez translated for 

by Kenn Winn

EL PASO 100 MEN RETREAT | KENN WINN

continued on next page...
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those that did not know Spanish. The spirit was 
wonderful and we enjoyed the fellowship with 
the church that we would be working with for 
the services in Mexico that week. As the rest 
of the week unfolded, we enjoyed challenging 
sessions each morning as well as devotionals and 
preaching from key men. In the afternoons, half 
of the men stayed on property and worked on the 
projects and the other half went into Mexico each 
night for services. In approximately 3 1/2 days, the 
men did an incredible amount of work and the 
majority of the projects were completed before 
they left to go home. God blessed and gave the 
men strength during a very hot week in El Paso.

It is safe to say that the greatest part of the week 
was seeing God move during the services in 
Mexico. The major purpose of this ministry is to 
evangelize the lost. Going into Mexico each night 
and working with the local churches there allowed 
all of us an opportunity to see God do what He 
sent us to do--to seek and to save. In the three 
nights of services, we saw over 50 people make a 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ! One of the great 
parts about the services was seeing the men from 
the retreat praying together and begging God to 
move in the hearts of those that were listening to 
the message. When souls were getting saved, it 
helped the men see God answering those prayers. 
What a thrill to know that eternity was impacted 
because of these services. 

While many projects were done (building a new 
deck, painting the interior, landscaping, replacing 
a roof, etc.) and the men were excited to do those 
things, it was clear by the end of the week that 
the greatest project was the work that God did 
in each of our hearts. One of the beautiful things 
about the ministry of BPS El Paso is that when 
you come here for a project week or for a missions 
trip, you cannot help but see God in ways you 
have never seen Him before. Really, that is His 
desire. We need to see God greater and glorify 
Him more. Why? Because He is worthy! The 100 
Men Retreat truly was a landmark event in our 
ministries history. Not only that, it changed the 
hearts and lives of so many. To God be the glory! 
Great things He hath done!
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I have been blessed to grow up here at First Baptist 
Church of Milford and Milford Christian Academy.  My 
family came to this church in 1977.  I started school at 
Milford Christian in 1978 when I was in the first grade.  
As I continued in elementary, I began noticing certain 
students that were only in my class about every four 
years.  I learned that these students were missionary 
children home on furlough.  During my fifth and sixth 
grade years, I had a teacher by the name of Dr. Prinzing.  
Dr. Prinzing brought the philosophy of world-wide 
missions with him every day in the classroom.  As I 
look back, those two years helped me develop a love 

for missions.  I saw a man 
who loved the Word of 
God and desired to get 
it into the hands of those 
who have never heard the 
gospel.

As an MCA student, 
I had teachers that went 
on to the mission field; 
men and women such 
as Bob Ford, Ron Todd, 

Kathy Prinzing, Jim Roe, Sandy Christensen, and Doug 
and Jill Van Meter.  A student could not help but be 
influenced by the hearts of these dear people.  Now, as 
the Administrator of Milford Christian Academy, it is 
my desire to have missionaries visit and involved in our 
school.  Our teachers talk often about our missionaries 
in the classroom.  This past year, we had each grade 
adopt a missionary that attended MCA and are serving 
on the foreign field.  Our students often write letters and 
send care packages to them throughout the school year.

This year I had the opportunity to see the mission 
field first-hand.  A trip to Juarez, Mexico opened my 
eyes as never before.  Lamentations 3:51, “Mine eye 

affecteth mine heart…,” comes to mind as we passed 
out John and Romans outside a school in Juarez.  I saw 
little school children by the scores coming out of the 
school yard and wanting the Word of God.  I did not 
have one student turn away a copy of the Bible.  They 
eagerly took it and went on their way.  As we finished 
our distribution, we walked by the school again on our 
way back to where we were going to have our service for 
the evening.  This time there were no students, and the 
school was empty.  I could clearly see the school yard 
through the padlocked gates.  I saw school buildings that 
had bars on the windows and each door was chained 
and padlocked.  This broke my heart as I thought of the 
hold that Satan has on the Mexican people even at the 
school-age level.  

I am so glad that we have the opportunity every day 
to share with our students the need to evangelize the 
world.  Our students are involved every year in our 
annual Missions Conference.  Their involvement at the 
earliest age allows the Holy Spirit to begin a wonderful 
work in their lives regarding the great commission.  We 
have our missionaries come to the school and visit the 
individual classes and share exactly what God has called 
them to do.  We also have our students involved in our 
Scripture Work Week every February.  Our students 
help put together thousands of Bibles during this week 
that will go to a missionary that will distribute them on 
their field.

In closing, Pastor Duttry preaches the need not 
only for the message, but the need of a messenger.  At 
Milford Christian Academy, I am thankful that we have 
many alumni that are serving the Lord on the foreign 
field.   I cannot help but think that the seeds that were 
planted here at the school helped their calling in some 
way.  What an influence the past and present teachers 
have been here at Milford Christian Academy.

MISSIONS EMPHASIS AT MILFORD CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

“ I am so glad that we 
have the opportunity 
every day to share with 
our students the need to 
evangelize the world. “
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The Mission of Church Planting
Should we plant churches? Asking God if He desires for 
us to plant churches is like asking God if He wants us to 
share the Gospel. Just as God desires for each Christian 
to reproduce himself spiritually in the life of another 
person, He also desires for each church to reproduce 
itself by birthing other churches (Acts 13:1-5; 14:20-23; 
16:1a, 5).

Most fundamental, Baptist churches have a deeply-
held conviction that foreign-field missionaries must be 
“church-planting” missionaries. However, carrying this 
belief to our own domestic field has seldom taken root. 
The question shouldn’t be “Does God want us to plant a 
church?” The right questions are “Who might God send 
from among us to plant a church?” Or “Where should 
we plant a church?”

The Location of Church Planting
When I was praying about where to plant a church, I 
asked God to show me not just where there were no 
Baptist churches; I was asking Him to reveal where there 
were not many churches at all. And He did. When we 
moved to Loveland, Colorado, there were no evangelical 
churches within a five-mile radius of our church 
location. Yet we found out three months after moving 
to Loveland that the city had plans to build 5,000 homes 
within a two-mile radius of our church during the next 
five years. Only God can orchestrate something like that! 

A great need exists in many places in the United States 
for vibrant, fundamental churches to be established, 
especially among our inner cities. 

Does God want us to be concerned with our home 
country? The Old Testament Prophets provide a great 
picture of God’s desire to reach the whole world. Some 
Prophets were sent to other nations (e.g. Jonah). Some 
were sent to minister to their own people within the 
context of another culture (e.g. Daniel). Then, many 
were sent to reach their own people (e.g. Jeremiah). 
God was constantly concerned with “re-reaching” the 
Israelites. 

Even though God knew that the Israelites would 
reject His message, He still charged Ezekiel, “For thou 
are not sent to a people of a strange speech and of an hard 
language, but to the house of Israel.” (Ezekiel 3:5) It is 
clear that even in the Old Testament God was concerned 
with reaching BOTH the uttermost AND Jerusalem. 
Are you as concerned with reaching your home country 
as you are with reaching the world? In Acts 3-8, we can 
discern an imbalanced emphasis on sharing the Gospel 
in only one region. 

The Position of Church Planting
In the first prayer request Jesus ever gave, He challenged 
His followers to pray that God would send laborers into 
His harvest (Matthew 9:38). Many Christians sit waiting 
for God to disclose His will for their lives, not realizing 

There are three kinds of lost people in the world. First, there are people who do not have a Bible in their 
own language (e.g. the Sarikolu Tajik people of West China). Second, there are people who do not have 
access to the Word of God in their language (e.g. Cuba). Last, there are people in the world who have 
access to the Word of God, but they disregard its influence in their lives (e.g. USA). Reaching all of these 
people is every Christian’s responsibility. 

At His ascension, Jesus outlined our responsibility to reach “BOTH in Jerusalem… Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost.” (Acts 1:8) When Jesus used the word “both,” He was identifying that His mission 
includes all of those regions. There is an imbalance if we are only concerned with reaching our home 
country. But that same imbalance persists if we ignore our home country to reach the uttermost.



they could simultaneously be neglecting the already-
revealed instructions in His Word (e.g. soul-winning, 
discipleship, and church planting). Why are we sitting in 
pews waiting for God to re-tell us what He has already 
commanded us to do? The angels asked, “Why stand ye 
gazing up into heaven?” 

Many people in the Bible received clear direction 
from God (Abraham, Gideon, Isaiah). But many others 
also volunteered to serve God. One such man was 
Nehemiah. Nehemiah never heard God instruct him to 
rebuild his home country. Instead, having discovered 
that great need, he volunteered to meet that need. 

We need more Christians who will pray about the 
needs of our home country (Nehemiah 1:1-11), who will 
ask others to help them respond to that need (Nehemiah 
2:1-8), and then who will trust God to do the impossible 
(Nehemiah 2:9-20). One missionary rightly expressed, 
“Instead of saying, ‘I will stay until God says Go,’ say ‘I 
will go unless God says Stay.’”

Psalm 145:12 clarifies that our purpose is “to make 
known to the sons of men his mighty acts, and the 
glorious majesty of his kingdom.” Volunteer for God 
to play a role in His great mission to reach into the 
uttermost, Samaria, Judea, and Jerusalem.

CAPTURING A HEART 
FOR AMERICA by DAVE WILLIAMSON

The thought of the continent of North America as a field ripe for harvest is likely 
an acceptable picture for most Christians.  If we were honest, I suspect the thought 
of “America” as a mission field would not be a picture in such clear focus.  

We have all seen photos that are out of focus.  The object that has been captured 
appears unclear; perhaps even distorted.  We live in an age of digital cameras 
and iPhones which allows a person to immediately view the image that has 
been captured and to evaluate its likeness and quality.  If you are anything like 
this photographer (and I use that term figuratively) you often are forced to take 
another photo; to recapture or capture the image again.  
I had to adopt this perspective when considering “America” as a mission field.  
Oh, I certainly reflect on “America” as a nation fallen away from God.  I would 
emphatically agree with those that assert that “America” needs revival.  But 
“America” as a mission field ripe for harvest has not been the focus of this 
photographer.  I hadn’t yet truly captured that image.  My picture was unclear.  
The image that I had in my mind was out of focus; distorted.  

Our mission conference has brought my picture into better focus.  The harvest, or 
the gathering of men together for the kingdom of God, is truly ripe in “America”.  
While “America” may be known as a Christian nation, this part of the North 
American continent has ninety-five (95)   unreached people groups totally 
over ten million lost souls.  There are indigenous, Native Americans by the 
hundreds of thousands that need the gospel.  There are transposed Jews, 
Japanese, and Muslims by the droves that know nothing personal about our 
God. There are pockets and pockets of subcultures within America where 
the Truth has never been preached.   

My picture has become more clear. The image is becoming less distorted.  
I had to refocus.  I had to recapture the image. The whole world needs the 
gospel.  This includes America. 
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MISSIONARY HISTORY
Our missionary journey began 25 years ago in Western 
Canada.  After six years and one church-plant, the Lord 
redirected our ministry to Cuba, a Restricted Access 
Country (a country whose government-sanctioned 
policy prohibits open evangelism and the distribution 
of Bibles and other Christian literature).  Canada had 
become our home, as well as our classroom.  We said 
farewell to that wonderful Commonwealth nation, taking 
with us dear friendships and Canadian citizenship, both 
of which we value greatly.  

When we arrived in Cuba, we longed for the traditional 

ministry methods we had employed in Canada.  However, 
in a country where foreigners are not permitted to do 
religious work openly, we were forced to re-evaluate our 
ministry purpose and method based on II Timothy 2:2, 
“And the things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall 
be able to teach others also.”  

In 1999, God supplied “the faithful men” and we began 
to discreetly host nationals in our home nearly every day 
of the week.  There, in central Havana, we began teaching 
and training Cubans to do the work of the ministry.  
At first, progress seemed slow and the path was often 
fraught by loneliness and discouragement.  However, in 
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time, church-planting goals were being realized through 
the graduates of Berean Bible Institute which was officially 
established in 2004 and is completely comprised of Cuban 
faculty.  We realized early on that longevity of God’s work 
in Cuba would depend on our ability to leave our cowboy 
boots behind and begin a barefoot approach, leaving no 
intentional foreign footprint on the ministry.

OTHERS ALSO 
At Berean Bible Institute, we have been sensitive to the 
fact that every faculty member and student has grown 
up under Fidel Castro and a Communist state. Though 

their peripheral vision has been severely limited, they 
have begun to look beyond their island as the Great 
Commission has unfolded before them, even as the world 
maps we delivered in our luggage.

Over the last many years in Cuba, we have endeavored 
to convey that the unreached fields of the world require 
help from outside in order to be evangelized.  In the 
beginning, our tendency was simply to brush over the 
topic of missions, as one would a history lesson because we 
saw no real hope of Cubans ever being able to do missions 
abroad.  However, as the Lord led, we continued to educate 
the Berean students in not only the idea of missions, but 
also to plan for the reality of it in their lifetime. Well-worn 

“
”

We realized early on that longevity of God’s 
work in Cuba would depend on our ability to 
leave our cowboy boots behind and begin 
a barefoot approach, leaving no intentional 

foreign footprint on the ministry.

TAINO MINISTRIES, THE FOURTH GENERATION: “OTHERS ALSO” | JIM ROE

continued on next page...
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copies of Operation World 1, missionary biographies, 
and world maps are among some of the most valued 
resources of the Berean faculty as their teaching 
stresses that the name of the true and living God be 
universally known.

THE NEXT STEP, THE 
FOURTH GENERATION   
Now, with governmental changes in travel 
policies, there are Cuban men who stand prepared 
and able to go.  Our belief is that these men will 
leave behind churches that are less-foreign to the 
national and less-American.  At the forefront of 
TAINO ministries is a focus on church-planting 
and the goal of strictly implementing indigenous 
principles.

THE NAME TAINO
The Taino are the unknown natives of the 
Americas.  Although they were the first 
inhabitants of the islands of the Caribbean, they 
were practically annihilated after the arrival of the 
Europeans.  We chose this name not only because 
of its colloquial familiarity in the Caribbean, but 

also for its representation of all unreached people 
groups today.  We are careful to remember them 
as an indigenous people who were never reached 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Furthermore, the 
name TAINO is a solid reminder to not impose a 
New World mission-type colonialism that led to 
the cultural and physical demise of the Taino in 
the first place.  TAINO is an acronym defining the 
objectives of this expansion:  

Training Nationals
Autonomous Churches
Indigenous Principles
Networking with Churches
Outreach to the Unreached

TAINO, AN INTERNATIONAL 
TEAM
TAINO will facilitate Cubans to minister among 
the unreached peoples of the Greater Antilles and 
Central and South America, in places particularly 
resistant to traditional missionary methods.  Our 
expectation is that having a familiar ideology, 
language, and culture will afford an international 
team more effectiveness.  TAINO will assist the 
Cubans in locating areas of need abroad, finding 
believers “on the ground” to receive them, and 
offering support and resources as we labor 
together.  Having long since made peace with the 
sometimes misunderstood anonymity of ministry 
in a Restricted Access Country, the initiation 
of a church-planting team led completely by 
Caribbean nationals simply solidifies the fourth 
generation, the “others,” in II Timothy 2:2.
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What impact has Master Clubs had on North 
America? Although there is no way to answer that 
question this side of Heaven, it may interest you 
to know what Master Clubs is currently doing to 
make an impact on North America. During the 
2013-2014 school year, Master Clubs was used in 
587 churches across the United States, Canada, 
Guam, Australia, Japan, and the Philippines. 
Our curriculum is designed for children who are 
three years-old through sixth grade. Our motto is, 
“Training Kids to Serve The Master.” 

The word “training” distinguishes us from so many 
other children’s programs that are designed for 
“teaching.” Many do not understand the difference 
in these two words. Teaching usually involves 
one teacher with as many as 20-25 students. The 
students are “supposed” to sit there while the 
teacher teaches. In most curriculum, like Sunday 
School, the teacher finishes the lesson and the 
students are dismissed without any accountability 
concerning what was taught. The next week they 
move on to another lesson as if the previous week 
never even happened. However, Master Clubs is a 
training ministry. What’s the difference? Each week 
builds on the previous week. From the time a child 
is three years old, children are taught Bible doctrine, 
Bible principles, and Christian character; these are 

taught in “projects” and badges are usually awarded 
upon completion of five to six various projects. 

“Training” is typically interactive. As an Airman 
in the United States Air Force in the 1980’s, I 
volunteered as a CPR instructor. I would “teach” 
a three to four hour course to people who needed 
CPR certification, but no certifications were signed 
until each student was “trained” using a mannequin 
to prove their ability to administer CPR without 
breaking a rib or over inflating a lung. Likewise, 
in Master Clubs, we do not just teach a lesson and 
assume that a child understood it. We ask them 
questions one on one and give them opportunities 
to prove what they have learned. 

For example, fourth graders are trained to give their 
testimony. After we teach them what needs to be 
included in their testimony, we ask them to write 
it out. We hear testimonies every year of Clubbers 
who realized as they were trying to write their 
testimony, that they really did not have a salvation 
testimony. The thought process required to write 
it out brought more accountability than many had 
ever had. It is easy to say, “I am a Christian,” but 
writing their testimony requires more thought 
and understanding. After Clubbers write out their 
testimony, the next step in their training requires 

IMPACT? WHAT IMPACT HAS MASTER CLUBS HAD ON NORTH AMERICA? | KERBY RICHMON

continued on next page...
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them to share their testimony with their parents 
or a Club leader. The final step before earning 
the Testimony badge is to publically share their 
testimony with their Master Club class. Why do we 
encourage this? We are training them to witness to 
others using their salvation testimony.

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might . . .”

ECCLESIASTES 9:10

Another opportunity for training is our Spring 
Regional Competitions. In 2015, we will have nine 
competitions in Texas, Florida, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, Ohio, South Carolina, West Virginia, 
Maryland, and Michigan. Last year, 1,066 Clubbers 
participated which gave them opportunities 
such as: playing Bible games, singing, presenting 
a puppet skit, teaching a Bible lesson, studying 
the life of a missionary, or preaching a sermon. 

Some parents and leaders question if it is right 
to have young children competing in such events 
as preaching and Bible story telling, but we see 
these events as opportunities for training. We see 
every competitor as a potential Sunday school 
teacher, pastor, or missionary. Preparation for 
Regionals requires hard work, dedication, and 
perseverance. These are character traits that God 
needs in His labor force.  Ecclesiastes 9:10 teaches 
us, “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might . . .” Yet, when all the work of preparation 
is done, students will find themselves enjoying the 
competition and the fellowship. 

So, back to our initial question, “What is the 
impact of Master Clubs in North America?” 
There is no gauge that we can use to measure that 
impact; however, we do know that many of our 
past Clubbers are serving in churches and mission 
fields around the world. Please pray with us that 
our vision will become reality which will impact 
and influence future generations as we continue 
“Training Kids to Serve The Master.”
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OUR MEMBER
MISSIONARIES

Biblical School of World Evangelism
Milford, OH 

Michael & Kristen Carter
North Africa

Hershel & Juanita Case
Biblical School of World Evangelism

Sam & Betty Caudill
Bearing Precious Seed

Alice Demarest
Bearing Precious Seed

Clyde & Linda Durnil
Bearing Precious Seed

Bob & Marie Ford 
Bearing Precious Seed

Gina Fraley
firstBible International

Alice Hayes
Bearing Precious Seed

Don & Donna Hodge
  International

Ken & Bonnie Hopper
BPS/ El Paso

Adam & Aleassa Jarvis
Honduras

Jack & Cheri Jarvis
BPS/ El Paso

Hector & Ofelia Jimenez
BPS/ El Paso

Randy & Kelly Johnson
firstBible International

Warren & Jo Anne Klenk
Mexico

Dale & Vickie Money
firstBible International

Chad & Heidi Robinson
BPS/ Seedline

Jim & Melissa Roe
Restricted Access Country

Jerry & Kim Sexton
Bearing Precious Seed

Ron & Carol Sexton
Evangelism

Charles & Madelon Siekbert
Uganda   

Mark & Tammy Siekbert 
firstBible International

Jerry & Beth Smyth
Biblical School of World Evangelism

Larry & Donna Stallings
Bearing Precious Seed

Phil & Sarah Taylor
BPS/ Seedline

Eldon & Connie Tudor
Mexico

Ron & Connie Winter 
Mexico

FBCM MEMBER MISSIONSARIES 19
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OUR NON-MEMBER
MISSIONARIES

Steve & Amanda Aenis
North Africa & Middle East

Ben & Ashley Anglea
Madagascar

Jonathan & Jeanine Autrey
Dominican Republic

David & Maggie Barnhouse
Zambia

Daniel & Deana Brown
Liechtenstein

Jim & Phyllis Childress
Panama

Verlis & Margret Collins
Mexico

Joel & Brooke Daku
Kiribati

Gabe & Susan Eiben
Micronesia

Larry & Julie Ferguson
Bible Publishing 

Jon & April Flowers
Taiwan

Phil & Mary Gagnon
Honduras

Tom & Krinny Gaudet
Thailand

John Gray
Papua New Guinea

Matt & Amanda Green
England

Tom & Dottie Lancaster
Military Missions

Light On The Law
Ashtabula, OH

Brent & Shelley Marowelli 
firstBible International

Cory & April McTague
Tibetan People of Nepal

Bill and Marcy Patterson
Bible Translation

Paul & Terri Pritchard
Preach Evangelistic Ministries

Keith & Susan Reedy
Bibles for the Blind

Reformers Unanimous

Dottie Rutter
Widow

Byron & Tricia Sarracino
Pueblo Indians

B. J. & Denise Stagner
United Kingdom

Don & Laura Stertz
Baptist Couriers for Christ

Walter & Dolly Stevens 
Gypsies of Europe

Terry & Tanya Sturgill
BPS/Seedline

Mike & Paula Van Horn
Rock of Ages Prison Ministry

Joel & Mary Ann Weaver
Kenya

Jonathan & Holly Wheeler
North Africa

Chris & Annie White
Singapore
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QUESTIONS WITH ADAM JARVIS

Can you give us some background information on you and 
your family, and how God led you to the place where you 

serve today? 

ADAM:  I grew up in the ministry of Bearing Precious 
Seed in El Paso, Texas. After graduating from Bible college, 
I married Aleassa and we continued to work with BPS for 
three years, during which time our two oldest children, 
Lily and Jackson were born. We then moved to Milford, 
OH, and served at First Baptist Church for almost 6 
years. Also in this period, our two youngest children, 
Marcus, (Max) and Tanner were born. During our time in 
Milford, God began to move in my heart about where He 
wanted me to serve Him long-term. In September 2013, 
I took a missions trip with my wife to Honduras, where 
we were introduced to a an established church-planting 
ministry with a Bible institute and orphanage. Over the 
next several weeks, through much prayer, wise counsel, 
and assurance from the Scriptures, (namely Ephesians 3) 
the Lord directed us to join ourselves to this ministry, and 
we are currently raising our support to go to the field. Lily 
is now 8, Jackson 6, Max 3, and Tanner is 1. 

How well have you adjusted to the culture?

ADAM: Just about every aspect of our life will change 
when we make the move to Honduras. We are 
preparing for that by learning as much as we can about 
the culture and by praying for God’s grace and strength 
to help us adjust.

What new challenges have you experienced 
that you didn’t experience before?

ADAM: On the survey trips I have taken, some of the 
challenges were dealing with the heat, unsanitary 
conditions and communicating with strangers in a 
foreign language.

What is the most influential religion in the area you are 
working, and what unique challenge does that present?

ADAM:  Catholicism accounts for the largest religion, 
but a little less than half the population claim to be 
Catholic. There is also a large number of Pentecostal and 
Charismatic churches. Most people do not oppose Jesus 
Christ, but many see Him as just a “good luck charm” 
to help them in their lives. They need to learn that Jesus 
is God, and needs to be revered and worshiped as God.

How will you go about evangelizing 
the people you are trying to reach?

ADAM: The purpose of the Bible institute is to train the 
young men and women who grow up in the orphanage 
for the ministry. When someone has completed his 
training and is ready to consistently preach, he then goes 
to a village that does not have a Bible-believing church 
and begins to hold regular services. Because of the lack 
of Internet, attractions, shops, and things to do, many 
people are often excited to come to the church services. 
(Sometimes, a church service is the only thing going on 

THE  VOICE OF A MISSIONARY: INTERVIEWS WITH ADAM & ALEASSA JARVIS

continued on next page...
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in the entire village that night!) Because of this, many 
churches often hold two or three midweek services. It 
is not uncommon for a church to hold regular services 
twice on Sunday, then on Tuesday, Thursday, and even 
Saturday. Our goal is to love, train and encourage the 
children coming up through the orphanage to plant 
churches, and to continue the relationship with them after 
they have left to go pastor, and keep them encouraged 
through prayer and regular visits.

What methods will you use to train 
and disciple the new converts?

ADAM: Because of the nature of the orphanage ministry, 
most of the new converts are young children. These 
children are taught the Bible daily through regular 
devotions and Bible time in the Christian school they 
attend. We will be able to expand and develop their 
discipleship program through the use of visual aids, 
curriculum, and teaching tools. Also, we will invite the 
children into our home on a regular basis for mentoring 
and establishing relationships.

What are some of the goals you have 
set for yourself and the ministry?

ADAM: Our goals are the following: for the health and 
safety of the people living on the property and create 
a more home-like (less institutional) environment. 
To continue the focus of training children for the 
furtherance of the Gospel and develop an awareness in 
them for the need to reach the unreached people groups, 
starting with the ones in Honduras. To encourage the 
established churches. 

What advice would you offer a 
missionary preparing to serve on the field?

ADAM: Because I haven’t had any experience yet on the 
field, I don’t feel I could offer any practical advice yet. Right 
now I’m the one preparing, and asking others for advice. 

How can your home church encourage 
you and other missionaries on the field?

ADAM: PLEASE come and visit us on the field. Pray for us. 

QUESTIONS WITH ALEASSA JARVIS

How are you adjusting to the culture?

ALEASSA: There will be a lot to adjust to in Honduras. 
Things we take for granted like  clean water, hot showers 
and grocery stores on every block will be harder to 
come by in the rural area in which we will be serving. 
One of the biggest adjustments we’ll have to make is 
understanding that the Honduran culture is not rooted 
in Christian principles like the US. Therefore, simple 
things like politeness and respect for others do not 
necessarily come naturally there. In the meantime, 
adjusting to the “culture” of deputation has been an 
adventure in itself, but we are enjoying it as a learning 
experience. I believe it is strengthening our family 
bond, which we will need when we make the move to a 
foreign country.

Do you involve yourself in the ministry, or is your 
focus on taking care of the home and the children?

ALEASSA: On the road, my focus is supporting Adam 
as much as possible while doing my best to keep 
the children healthy and rested. We will be starting 
homeschooling in the Fall, which will take up a lot of 
time. When we reach Honduras, my priority will be to 
involve our home and children in the ministry as much 
as I can. There will be a lot of work to be done by me 
personally, but my first ministry is to my family and 
children. The Lord will help me find the correct balance 
in that area. 

 What is a typical day like for you?

ALEASSA: Right now, a typical day begins with plenty 
of coffee before feeding my family a simple breakfast 
in our travel trailer before hitting the road. Lily and I 
get it as cleaned up as we can inside, while Adam and 
Jackson break down camp and make sure everything 
is travel-ready. We typically drive between 4-8 hours 
a day, fixing our own meals as much as possible, and 
stopping at an RV park most evenings. The kids have 
their bikes to ride and get in some exercise while we’re 
parked for the night. 

What advice would you offer the wife 
of a missionary preparing to serve on the field?

       
ALEASSA: Involve your kids as much as possible. Make 
them feel important in the ministry—because they are! 
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Keep a positive and thankful mindset—you are not a 
martyr but someone who has been given the incredible 
opportunity to see the world through God’s eyes. Pass that 
gift on to your children. Don’t feel like you are depriving 
your kids of anything—you are giving them so much 
more through this experience than many kids could ever 
dream of! Someday, they will look back on this time as the 
greatest of their lives, and they will be thankful for it. Enjoy 
it, embrace it, and your family will too. 

QUESTIONS FOR BOTH

How can your home church encourage you 
and other missionaries on the field?

When we know you are truly praying for us and thinking 
of us, there is no greater encouragement. Having our home 
church visit us on the field would also be an incredible 
encouragement.

What are the greatest prayer needs you 
have for yourselves and the ministry?

Our greatest prayer is that we would reach the field while the 
resident missionary is still there. His health is very deteriorated 
and it would be terribly detrimental to the ministry if he had 
to leave and nobody was there to take his place. 

The greatest needs for our family personally are: funds for 
passports and visas; fuel; funds to build our house and set 
up once we arrive.

What would you like to say to your home church, 
and your other supporting churches, that perhaps 

we didn’t cover in this interview?

Thank you for remembering us in your prayers. We have 
been blessed by so many, and we are so very, very grateful!

Adam & Aleassa Jarvis
with their children Lily, Jackson, Max, and Tanner
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QUESTIONS WITH FRANCISCO PENNER 

Can you give us some background information 
on you and your family?  How did God lead you 

to the place where you serve today?                                                                                
      
FRANCISCO: We are the Penners, Missionary Family 
to Canada.  My wife and I met at Bible camp in Letts, 
Iowa in 2003.  One year later we were married.  God 
called me to the Gospel Ministry while in Bible College 
in Manitoba, Canada. I served as Associate Pastor 
in a small church in Northern Ontario, and served 
as Associate and Youth Pastor in Burlington, Iowa.  
God called and burdened us to go to Leamington, 
Ontario, Canada to plant the Heritage Baptist Church 
in September of 2012.  Our Family of Five:  Francisco, 
Beth, Josie (8), Charity (5), and Elisha (6mn).
 

How well have you adjusted to the culture? 
What are some cultural differences you expect to 

encounter when you get to the field?                                                                             

FRANCISCO: We have adjusted well to the culture 
in Canada partially due to having lived in Canada 
previously.  There are several differences in the culture; 
Canadians are generally more reserved, and most 
people we reach with the Gospel of Jesus Christ have 
never heard of eternal security because until now they  
have never heard it preached.  Most have never heard 
of independent Baptist churches either.
 

What new challenges have you experienced 
that you hadn’t experienced before?   

                             
FRANCISCO: Starting a church is hard work and has 
many challenges.  Keeping a balance with Family and 
Ministry can be tough at times.  One of the challenges 
is to invest much time and resources into individuals 
and families and then have them turn back and forsake 
biblical principal.

 
What is the most influential religion in 
the area in which you are working, and 

what unique challenge does that present?                                                                                                                                         

FRANCISCO: The most influential religions here 
would be Catholic and Mennonite.  These are very 
similar in some ways.  Many people fear going against 
the traditions of man.  Encouraging people to do God’s 
will is not as easy when in their mind they go back to 
the tradition of their religion.  The traditions the people 
face are in direct opposition to God’s Word.
 

How will you go about evangelizing the people 
you are trying to reach?                                                                                

FRANCISCO: We are reaching out door to door giving 
the community John and Romans and evangelizing 
door to door.  We also do evangelistic tent meetings 
in the summer time.  We seem to draw people out 
to the preaching services more so in this event than 
any other!   We praise the Lord for the opportunity 
to win people to the Lord in coffee shops.  Canadians 
are coffee drinkers and so it is easy to invite people for 
coffee and share the gospel with them while getting to 
know them.     
                                                                                    

 What methods will you use to train and 
disciple new converts?                                                                                                 

FRANCISCO: The end of Matthew chapter 28 gives us 
three mandates:  teach all nations (Teach salvation), 
baptize (biblically after salvation), and teach others to 
observe (following Christ according to His Word); this 
third is discipleship.  We use the ABCs of Christian 
growth in a series; we also have people over to our 
house to disciple and teach them the Word of God and 
allow them to ask questions and then answer them 
biblically.  Often we disciple new converts in coffee 
shops as well.

An Interview with 
Francisco & Beth Penner
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 What are some of the goals you have set 
for yourself and the ministry?                                                                               

      
FRANCISCO: Our goals are the following: for us to 
personally grow in the Lord;  to constantly improve on 
being effective in ministry; to do all we can to reach 
our city, community, province and world with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We have distributed John and 
Romans to every home in Leamington and some of the 
country side.  We are currently trying to reach a couple 
neighboring cities that have no independent Baptist 
churches currently. 
 

What advice would you offer a missionary 
preparing to leave for the field?   
                                                

FRANCISCO: I would say to have a close walk with God 
and be sensitive to His leading.  Be aware of the spiritual 
battle you are in and allow God to work.  Be faithful to 
Him and do not fear the people.  God will lead you and 
help you.  Do your part and be faithful to our Lord.

 
How can your home church encourage 
you and other missionaries on the field?    

                                                      
FRANCISCO: Our home church can encourage us by 
praying for us.  Prayer is the biggest help for missionaries 
on the field.  Letters of encouragement from our church 
are very nice.
 
QUESTIONS WITH BETH PENNER

How are you adjusting to the culture?   
                                                                                                                                                 
BETH: I have adjusted well to the culture; Canada is 
very similar to that of America.  But there is always 
things one must adjust to. 
 
Do you involve yourself in the ministry, or is your focus on 

taking care of the home and children?  

BETH: Balance is the key to  helping my husband to 
fulfill his calling. I play the piano, prepare special music, 
clean the church, counsel the ladies, and go soulwinning 
with my husband and children. On the other hand 
taking care of the home and children is very important 
and must be a priority. I homeschool  our girls and take 
time to talk to the ladies in the church and try to help 
where I can. 

 

What advice would you offer the wife of a missionary 
preparing to leave for the field? 

BETH: Preparing for the field may include two or more 
years on deputation.  During this time you will meet 
many  servants of the Lord. Take the time to ask ladies for 
ideas and advice because they are already in the work and 
have much wisdom we can glean from.  Keep a record of 
all the churches you visit and write down the things you 
learned from the Pastor of the church, the Pastor’s wife 
and other notes that will remind you of God’s blessings 
later on.  God will use this time on deputation to prepare 
you for the field He has called you to.
 
QUESTIONS FOR BOTH

What are the greatest prayer needs you 
have for yourselves and the ministry?       

                                                                                              
Please pray for us to be loyal to our Saviour,  to keep our 
eyes on Jesus, and to encourage one another in the battle.  
Please pray for souls to be saved and grow in the Lord.  

 
What would you like to say to your home church, 

and your other supporting churches, that perhaps we 
did not cover in this interview?              

Thank you to all of you who pray for us; thank you for 
your sacrificial giving.  We appreciate you very much, and 
we could not be as effective without you.  God bless you. 
and lets keep on for Jesus until we see Him face to face.  
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ.”

Francisco and Beth Penner
Josie, Charity, and Elisha (not pictured)

THE  VOICE OF A MISSIONARY: INTERVIEWS WITH FRANCISCO & BETH PENNER
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Itza &
 Ludwin
 from Honduras

Itza lives at Hogar de Amor Children’s Home in 
Honduras. She is cared for by a young lady in a big 
house called the Clinic. When she wakes up in the 
morning, she climbs out of the bed she shares with one 
or two other orphan girls.  She walks across the tile floor 
and picks some clean clothes out of a giant pile which 
belongs to everybody. She might walk to the barn with a 
friend and help carry back a heavy bucket of fresh milk. 
For breakfast, she usually eats a bowl of rice and milk. 
Sometimes they have pancakes, and she will have a half 
of a pancake. If there’s enough, she may have seconds. 
Someone might brush her hair if they have time and she 
will hurry off to school to learn science and math and 
the Bible. 

Last Summer, two suitcases came to the orphanage 
containing 170 brand new dresses and headbands. Itza 
had the chance to pick out her very own new dress and 
headband. It may have been the first time she ever had a 
new outfit of her very own. 

Ludwin also lives at Hogar de Amor. He is too old to live 
in the Clinic because he is older than 7 years old. He is 
looked after by the bigger boys but mostly takes care of 
himself. He might go to school if someone remembers 
to tell him. He has a machete that he uses to climb trees 
and chop down coconuts and tropical fruit. He helps 
in the fields planting beans or harvesting sugar cain. If 
Ludwin has a tummy ache from drinking dirty water, 

he doesn’t have a mom to help him feel better. He will 
just keep working, or he might go lay down on his thin, 
moldy mattress. 

Like most boys, Ludwin likes baseball hats. Hats keep 
him cooler while working in the hot sun. Every once in 
a while, a visitor from the USA will come and give him 
their own hat. It would really make him smile if he was 
given a brand new hat that had never been on anyone 
else’s head. 

Their life is not fancy or even comfortable, but Itza and 
Ludwin are thankful. If they didn’t live at Hogar de 
Amor, they would be living on the streets, sleeping in 
dark alleys, begging for food, and scavenging garbage 
piles. Their lives would be in danger. They would not 
know Jesus. They would have no hope. 

Would you like to help Itza, Ludwin, and the other 
children at Hogar de Amor? They are praying for new 
shoes. With your parent’s help, you can visit the Coffee 
With Sprinkles page on Facebook to find out how you 
can help all the children get new shoes and all the boys 
get new hats. 

The physical needs of the children are important, but 
the greatest way you can help them is by praying for 
them. Your prayers are bigger than anything else in 
the whole world.

Let’s hear about...

written by Aleassa Jarvis
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Across
4. The French speaking province of Canada
5. Country located between Honduras and Panama
7. Longest river in North America
8. Puerto ______ is a U.S. territory in the Caribbean Sea
9. This city is the capital of Greenland
12. Body of water stretching from Mexico to Florida
13. Country just south of Mexico
14. Largest country in North America by area
16. The capital city of this island country is Havana
18. The island of Hispaniola includes the Dominican 

Republic and this country
21. Most populous city in Canada
22. Ships can cross from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific 

Ocean using this canal
23. The Rio ____ forms the border between Texas 

and Mexico
24. Largest freshwater lake in the world

Down
1. The largest city in North America by population is 

______ City
2. The tallest mountain in North America
3. Ocean located to the west
6. The capital city of this country is San Jose
10. Largest country in North America by population
11. The Appalachian _______ are located in the eastern 

United States
12. This country is considered the largest island in 

the world
15. These lakes contain 21% of the world’s surface 

freshwater
17. The capital of Canada
20. The ____ Mountains stretch from Canada across the 

United States including Colorado

Crossword Puzzle: North America Geography!
Across: 4. Quebec; 5. Nicaragua; 7. Mississippi; 8. Rico; 9. Nuuk; 12. Gulf of Mexico; 13. Guatemala; 14. Canada; 16. Cuba; 18. Haiti; 21. Toronto; 22. Panama; 23. Grande; 24. Superior
Down: 1. Mexico; 2. McKinley; 3. Pacific; 6. Costa Rica; 10. United Sates; 11. Mountains; 12. Greenland; 15. Great Lakes; 17. Ottawa; 20. Rocky
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by Corey Knopf



29

It is not uncommon, especially after a missions 
conference, to hear a young child talk of being a 
missionary and going to a place like Africa or China to 
serve God. But more often than not, when that child gets 
older, that kind of talk begins to fade away. I’m afraid that 
many times children who had a desire and even a calling 
from God to be a missionary forsake that idea as they 
become a teenager. It isn’t something that is immediate 
upon a child turning thirteen, but often as that teen 
gets older, there are many excuses that enter his life to 
deter him from serving God on the mission field. These 
excuses are wrapped up in logical reasoning; most of 
these teens would not tell you they are abandoning God’s 
call to missions. But excuses disguised as good reasons 
refrain them from reaching the mission field. 

As they get older, some of these teens who acknowledged 
the call of God early in life, start thinking about some of 
the following things regarding the mission field: Who will 
I marry if I go to the mission field? Will I make enough 
money to live? Will I be able to take care of a family? Will 
I have a nice car and house? How will I learn a foreign 
language? Will people look down on me if I don’t have 
as much money as they do? Would I fit in with a foreign 
culture? Will my family and friends approve? Will I ever 
see my family and friends again? What if the people have 
diseases? Will I ever be able to retire? What if God sends 
me somewhere that I don’t want to go? 

When a child speaks of his desire to go be a missionary in 
a foreign land, he is almost fearless. The Bible even speaks 
to the issue of children being very trusting and having 
much faith. They don’t worry about how they are going 
to get to the field, how they will learn the language, or 
even how they will pay their bills. All they are concerned 
about is going somewhere and telling people about the 
love of Jesus. I’m not saying we should be flippant about 
someone going to the foreign field, but I do believe that 
often well-intentioned people discourage teens from 
reaching the mission field. Young people do need to be 
well informed of what they are doing, but they also need 
to be encouraged to do exactly what God has called them 
to do. God’s not going to abandon someone He has called 
to serve Him; He will provide!

So what are some practical ways that we can encourage 
our young people (especially teens) to follow God’s call 
to missions?

1. As a family, pray for missionaries. Let your 
kids know that there are people that pray for 
missionaries to be safe and be fruitful. 

2. Send teens to the mission field. Maybe this 
is sending them on a missions trip with the 
youth group or taking a family trip to visit 
a missionary. Let them see first-hand what 
missionaries do. 

3. Verbally, personally encourage them that 
being a missionary could be a reality. Young 
people need to know that there are people 
who will back them if they desire to go into 
missions. 

4. Have teens make a prayer card notebook of 
missionaries that visit the church. 

5. Introduce young people to veteran 
missionaries in the church who can fuel 
their desire for missions. These are missions 
success stories; young people need to see 
that people have “been there, done that” and 
that being a missionary is entirely possible. 

6. Get addresses of missionaries in the church 
and help teens write them letters. Emails 
are great too! What better way to develop 
the desire to serve in missions than to have 
a young person communicating with a 
missionary. 

7. Speak highly of missionaries to young people. 
Teens need to know that missionaries are 
ordinary people doing an extraordinary work 
for God. 

8. Allow visiting missionaries to stay in your 
home. There is no better exposure to missions 
than spending quality, one-on-one time with 
missionaries.

Encourage them that being a missionary...      could be a reality.

EXPOSING TEENS TO MISSIONS | COREY KNOPF
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My first experience with a new church came when I was a 
16-year-old high school student.  A young lady—now my 
wife—had invited me to a youth activity at a nearby church.  
I later discovered that the church had been planted only a 
few years earlier and had just moved into their first building.

The excitement and energy that enveloped the growing 
congregation was infectious.  The preacher proclaimed God’s 
Word with power and clarity; the people were friendly; and 
the atmosphere was filled with hopeful expectation!  There 
was something about that new church that God used to light 
a fire in my soul.  Not long after accepting the invitation 
to attend that youth activity, God called me to preach and 
placed within my heart a burden to plant churches.  I agree 
with the challenge presented in the helpful book, Church Still 
Works, when the authors write, “It is time to radically ramp 
up our church planting efforts.”1  What are the compelling 
reasons that should stir us to invest the men, money, and 
mentoring into such efforts?  

Because church planting is the Great Commission in action

The Great Commission, as recorded in Matthew 28:19-20, 
provides the simple formula for successful church planting.  
The imperative in the passage is “to make disciples.”  The 
three participles illustrate how that is to be accomplished:  
by going (evangelization), by baptizing (identification), and 
by teaching (edification).  That is, in Biblical terminology, 
church planting in plain language.  Successful new churches 
are built through personal evangelization, not the rotation 
of the saints!  

Because during the years 2000-2005, on average, 3,707 
churches closed each year in the United States.2

While it is true that Bible-believing, gospel-preaching churches 
comprise only a portion of the churches that are closing each 
year, our “replacement rate” is not equal to our rate of closure.  
Statistics illustrate that we are rapidly losing ground!

As churches close across America, I believe God is extending 
to us a divine opportunity to “rescue” these closed church 
facilities for use in church planting.  A most recent example 
illustrates my point.

Last January I travelled to the Buffalo, New York area to 
meet with a young church planter, Michael Herdzik.  Mike 
had been serving faithfully in a local Baptist church as 

a Youth Pastor but felt the call to plant a new church in 
the greater Buffalo area.  To make a very long story short, 
another independent Baptist church had been given—debt 
free—a church facility (auditorium, classrooms, offices, 
gymnasium, and parsonage) from a congregation that 
was one of the 3,707 closed churches in America.  Pastor 
Mark Emke and his good people voted to partner with 
young Pastor Herdzik in planting New Beginnings Baptist 
Church.  Their first service was held April 10, 2011, with 32 
in attendance!  

Because the church-to-population ratio has declined in 
America

While we do not know exactly how many vibrant churches 
would be required to evangelize America effectively, we 
do know that the number of churches per every 10,000 
Americans has declined during the past century.  

In 1900, 28 churches existed for every 10,000 Americans.
In 1950, 17 churches existed for every 10,000 Americans.
In 2004, 11 churches existed for every 10,000 Americans.3

It is important to note that very few of the 11 churches in 
existence are fundamental, Bible-believing churches.  This 
number (11) counts churches of all denominations and 
beliefs!  It would be generous to assume that 3 or 4 of these 
11 churches would be doctrinally sound and evangelistic—
the type of church that God could use to reach lost people.

Because America’s population is expanding at a record rate

The population of the United States increased by 27.3 million 
people between 2000 and 2010.  And at the same time, 
America’s culture has become increasingly non-Christian.  
Aubrey Malphurs describes it well, “Essentially, what was 
a churched, supposedly Christian culture has become an 
unchurched, post-Christian culture.  People in our culture 
are not antichurch; they simply view the church as irrelevant 
in their lives.”4  Part of the increase in America’s population 
and changing culture is due to rising ethnic groups and the 
religious beliefs that are common among them.  Reality 
tells us that we can begin to reach a lost world by planting 
churches here in the United States.  

Dr. Ray Thompson of Baptist International Missions, Inc. 
is credited with making the statement, “The mission of the 
church is missions, but the mission of missions is church 

Why Plant Churches in America?
by Charles T. Shoemaker
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Charles Shoemaker was born and reared in the Chicago 
area, where he was converted to Christ at the early age 
of eight.  God used the bus and AWANA ministries as a 
means to reach Brother Shoemaker with the gospel.
At the age of sixteen, Bro. Shoemaker was  called to 
preach.   After completing high school, he attended and 
graduated from the Institute of Biblical Studies of Liberty 
University,  earning a diploma in Bible.   He also has 
earned a Bachelor’s degree (B.R.E.) in Pastoral Theology, 
a Master’s degree (M.A.) in Biblical Studies, and a Doctor 
of Education degree (Ed.D.) from Nova Southeastern 
University.   He has  received three honorary doctorates, 
including the D.D. degree from Midwestern Baptist 
College, the L.H.D. degree from Liberty University, and 
the Litt.D. from Temple Baptist College.
Dr. Shoemaker has been in full-time ministry since 1975 
having served as a church planter and senior pastor.  In 
July of 1995, he joined the staff of Trinity Ministries, 
serving as Administrative Pastor of Trinity Baptist Church 
and President/CEO of Trinity Baptist College.  He served 

at Trinity for 15 years.  Dr. Shoemaker travels extensively 
speaking in churches and pastors’ conferences, and 
his travels have taken him to all fifty states and several 
foreign countries.  He has preached and taught more 
than 5,000 times in over 400 churches across the 
country.
Dr. Shoemaker currently serves as a church planting 
missionary and President of Church Planting America-
-a missions agency promoting church planting in the 
United States and throughout the world.  God has used 
his conferences and writings to minister to pastors all 
across the country, and his articles have appeared in 
numerous publications.
He and his wife, Sharon, have been married for 41 
years and reside in Jacksonville, Florida.  They have 
two daughters, Amy and Emily; two sons-in-law, Dennis 
and Michael (all in full-time ministry); two grandsons, 
Charles and Daniel, and two granddaughters, Michaela 
and Sophia.  In addition to spending time with his family, 
Dr. Shoemaker enjoys reading, writing, and politics.

planting.”  How true!  Today, the United States is the third 
most populous nation and one of the largest mission fields.  

Because many independent Baptist churches fail to reach 
maturity

Sadly, far too many of our churches are birthed and then 
fail to receive adequate care.  Much like precious newborn 
children who die prematurely, new churches often suffer 
the same devastating end.  Dr. John Bailes, USA Director 
for BIMI, reports, “Nearly 50% of new independent Baptist 
churches planted in America fail to reach maturity.”5  Having 
been involved with church planting for over 36 years, I concur 
with Bailes’ conclusion.  

One of the challenges associated with church plants that fail is 
the impact their demise has on future church planting efforts.  
If an established church invests considerable financial support 
in a congregation that does not reach maturity, it is difficult 
for that same church to be excited about supporting the next 
church planter who makes an appeal for prayer and funds.

Because Bible-believing churches in the United States 
continue to form the greatest source of international 
missions endeavors

Throughout America’s proud history, local churches have 
risen to the challenge of taking the gospel to a lost world.  Only 
eternity will reveal the impact Americans have made through 
prayer, missionaries, and financial support.  If, however, this 
effort is to continue, more churches must be planted and 

nurtured here at home.  Seldom does a week pass when I do 
not hear of a missionary couple seeking to raise their support 
to head off to the field of the Lord’s choosing.  For most of 
these couples, deputation takes far too long and costs far too 
much!  I am convinced of one thing:  it is not that we have too 
many missionaries; it is that we do not have enough churches.  

Because God commanded it, Jesus started it, and the 
disciples practiced it

Any serious student of Scripture knows that God’s program 
for evangelizing the world is the local church.  As God’s 
people—and particularly church leaders—we must increase 
our vision and double our efforts to plant new independent 
Baptist churches here in America.  As responsible, spiritual 
believers, we cannot neglect the voice of the Lord as revealed 
in His Word.  We are on the winning team, but we must 
become engaged in the battle!

October is National Church Planting Month.  I invite you to 
join me in raising awareness and in raising needed funds to 
help Church Planting America plant new Baptist churches in 
needy communities.  For more information, please contact 
me at Church Planting America, cts@churchplantingamerica.org 
or 904-378-6674.

1 Paul Chappell and Clayton Reed, Church Still Works, (Lancaster, CA:  Striving Together, 2009), p. 197.
2 David T. Olson, The American Church in Crisis, (Grand Rapids, MI:  Zondervan, 2008), p. 120.
3 Ed Stetzer, Planting Missional Churches, (Nashville, TN:  Broadman & Holman, 2006), p. 9.
4 Aubrey Malphurs, Planting Growing Churches in the 21st Century, (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 
2004), p. 27.
5 John Bailes, “The Need to Reseed America”, BIMI World, Volume 43, Number 2: 16.

CHARLES 
SHOEMAKER

PRESIDENT OF CHURCH PLANTING AMERICA
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Faith Promise giving was years ago looked at 
and presented as man asking God to give to him, 
and then he would give back to God. This puts God 
as the giver and the recipient. If God gives it, then 
I will give it as my faith promise. Though there 
are examples of such requests in the Bible, such 
as Hannah’s request of a man child in which she 
gave back to God what God gave her, this puts God 
as the one responsible for my giving and not me 
giving by faith.

Faith Promise is the part of our giving that is 
solely used for World Evangelism. Every child 
of God is commanded and required by God to 
tithe and give in offerings. The tithe is to go to the 
“storehouse” (the church). This is to supply the 
house of God and the servants to work. The Faith 
Promise is my offering given to the church for the 
purpose of fulfilling my individual responsibility 
of the Great Commission. I physically cannot go 
into all the world and preach the Gospel. I must 
be involved in reaching all peoples, nations, and 
tongues. I do that through praying, going, and 
giving. My faith-promise (my giving commitment) 
is part of my responsibility. We commit for a year 
period of time for the sake of knowing corporately 
as a church what we can do in helping individual 
missionaries seeking support. Our Faith Promise 
commitment is added to other church members’ 

commitments to give us our total Faith Promise 
commitment dollar amount. This now allows 

us to pledge our support to missionaries who have 
been called to go. In the Word of God, our giving 
is out of what we have. A person should ask the 
Lord what his commitment should be. My faith is 
increased when I see God replenish my giving by 
finances, provision, or protection. 

Faith Promise is not to come out of one’s tithe. 
The tithe is for the local church needs. The Faith 
Promise is in direct response to reach those without 
the Gospel.

First Baptist Church’s Faith-Promise offering 
(commitment) total is somewhere in the area of 
$225, 000 to $260,000 a year. We also have other 
areas of giving to missions outside of the Faith 
Promise. The Faith Promise is to insure that our 
missionaries are supported each month as we have 
promised them. Other missions’ monies go to 
Bearing Precious Seed and other missions projects 
both home and abroad. Our total giving in the 
past years is between $425,000 and $500,000 each 
year. It is the desire of First Baptist Church to train 
mission minded servants for all levels of ministry. 
We are to be actively, at home and abroad, giving to 
accomplish the mission - the Great Commission in 
reaching the world with Christ.

The Purpose of
 Faith Promise
   by Dr.  Bill Duttry
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SINCE THE BEGINNING of Bearing Precious Seed 
136,387,289 scriptures have been produced.  Think about 
the potential souls that have been reached through that 
number.  It is estimated that seven people read each copy.  
If that is true it is possible that 954,711,023 people have 
read scripture printed at Bearing Precious Seed.  The 
reason that this is possible is the teamwork that has gone 
on through the years.  We have men that work in the shop, 
missionaries that have traveled through the years raising 
funds, and faithful volunteers that come to the shop 
each day.  We have churches that support the ministry 
each month.  Folks pray for the ministry daily.  Seedline 
churches put the Scriptures together and take care of the 
cost of those Scriptures.  The ladies in the office handle 
phone calls, requests, orders and keep things organized.  
firstBible International works to reach out to those that 

have no Bible in their language by translating, training 
and ultimately establishing churches.  The amount of 
teamwork that goes into Bearing Precious Seed is amazing.  
After churches give and the Scriptures are printed and put 
together, they are shipped to more team members, the 
missionaries.  The Scriptures are then distributed on the 
field.  Our pastor often says you need the messenger and 
the message.  What a blessing it is to be involved in the 
teamwork of BPS.  BPS El Paso is another part of the team 
that gives people an opportunity to go to the mission field 
and put Scriptures together, then take them and distribute 
them in Mexico.  Thousands have accepted Christ through 
the years because people have gone and taken the precious 
Word of God to those that are waiting.  We are thankful for 
all that are involved in the teamwork that takes place to get 
God’s Word around the world.

TEAMWORK AT BEARING PRECIOUS SEED | AL BRALEY

written by
Al Braley

continued on next page...
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Using talents to serve others, being kind, sowing gladly 

I Peter 4:8-10
8  And above all things have fervent charity among 
yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.
9 Use hospitality one to another without grudging.
10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister 
the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God.

 
This teamwork is part of something much greater 
than we are!  Together we can supply God’s Word.

Hebrews 10: 24-25
24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love 
and to good works:
25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as 
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

All working together doing their part

I Corinthians 12:17
17 If the whole body were an eye, where were the hearing? 
If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?

Improvement comes from interaction of others’ 
encouragement.

Proverbs 27:17
17  Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend.

Working together we accomplish what we do for God.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10
9 Two are better than one; because they have a good 
reward for their labour.
10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but 
woe to him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath 
not another to help him up.

The teamwork that occurs to get the Word of God 
around the world is the only way we can accomplish 
what we do at Bearing Precious Seed.

Psalm 68:11  
11 The Lord gave the word: great was the company 
of those that published it.

Think about those that are involved in the teamwork to 
publish the Word of God.

Churches – supporting, assembling (Seedline), volunteers 
giving of time, full-time BPS Staff, translators (firstBible), 
BPS El Paso, missionaries in other parts of the world, 
National Pastors in those countries, and faithful servants 
in those churches.

It takes all of this teamwork to get the Word of God to 
those that do not have a copy.  This teamwork is all part 
of the Great Commission that we are commanded to do.  
Thank you for being part of the team!

SOME RESULTS OF THE TEAMWORK 

Improved equipment 
has resulted in increased  

production during the last 
few years. The potential 

of increased production is 
available as we get more 
team members involved 

going forward.

TEAMWORK AT BPS
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