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Just to say the name of this special time brings joy and 

excitement to my heart! First Baptist Church looks forward 

with great anticipation to this time each year, and it has fi nally 

arrived for 2011. It is during this annual conference that we 

specifi cally revisit our mission to reach the world with the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. We must prepare, as a church, to help 

our prepared messengers to reach the world with a prepared 

message. This year, our focus has been turned toward the 

peoples of Africa. 

As we continue to train messengers and print the message of 

the Word of God, may we be mindful of those in Africa without 

a single witness; either in the fl esh or on the printed page. Our 

goal as a church, with its ministries, is to fulfi ll the mission 

given to us by Jesus Christ Himself in Matthew 28:19-20.

Pray, as you read the articles and the statistics about Africa 

found in this magazine, that you will be burdened to be more 

involved in reaching out to others both abroad and at home. 

I believe that the information contained on these pages will 

help us by bringing to light the great need for us to labor 

together in presenting Christ to Africa. Pray also, that during 

this Mission Conference, we (as a church and as individuals) 

will be challenged to become more like Him.

In His work together,
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Faith Promise missions giving has certainly had a great 
impact on my family. My wife Tiff any and I were both 
reared in Christian homes where the principles of 
Faith Promise giving were taught to us at a young age. 
However, in the past few years, these principles were 
tested by trials that challenged our faith.

In January of 2009 our family was blessed with a new 
addition when Eli was born - we now had a family of 
four. Tiff any and I were excited and thankful for our 

healthy children and for 
the Lord’s provision for us. 
Things were going really 
well, and it seemed easy to 
be involved in activities like 
Faith Promise giving. Life 
became more diffi  cult later 
that year in May of 2009, 
when I was unexpectedly 

laid off  from my full time job. At fi rst, we were not overly 
concerned as I had my own business that was over a 
year old at that point and doing very well. However, a 
few days later, in that very same week, I found out that 
my primary business client had been bought out, and 
that we would be losing 95% of our personal business 
income as well. At this point in the week it became pretty 
diffi  cult to understand exactly what the Lord was doing 
in our lives. In just one week we had lost my full time job, 
health insurance, and our personal business income. 
All of this was on top of the added expense of 
having a newborn in our home.

I personally feel it was during this time 
that the Lord used Faith Promise giving 
in our lives to build a stronger faith in 
Him. We never really thought of it as 
an option to stop or even pause our 
Faith Promise commitment during 

this time, but we did do a lot of praying for the Lord to 
provide, and allow us to be faithful to the commitment 
that we had made.

The Lord answered our prayers and showed Himself 
faithful to us in ways that we could never have expected. 
In the last year alone, we have seen God provide for 
my daughter’s fi rst year of school, answer prayers for 
health needs, provide for unexpected medical issues, 
bless us with a healthy third child, fi nancially provide 
for our family, and so much more. 

Toward the beginning of these events, I can honestly 
say that things seemed very diffi  cult; but as time has 
gone on, we have seen that God had a purpose all along 
for the things He was doing in our lives. Now, when we 
look back on certain situations that seemed so big at 
the time, we see clearly how the Lord provided for us 
better than we ever could have by ourselves.

One verse that really encouraged me during that time 
of struggle was Deuteronomy 31:8 where God was 
comforting his people through a time of transition. 
This was exactly what I needed - to know that it was 
the Lord leading our family through these transitions, 
and that we simply did not have to worry about Him 
failing us. God has certainly increased our faith, and we 
are so thankful for His goodness to us. 

   Faithful In Giving 
When All Seems Gone
                   a testimony by Brandon Rediger

The Lord provided 
for us better than we 

ever could have 
by ourselves.
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The Lord put in the heart of missionary Jeff  Demarest 
a desire to reach the country of South Africa during 
the World Cup soccer tournament in 2010. The project 
was dubbed “True Victory” and I was privileged to be a 
part of it.  This would be an opportunity to impact not 
only South Africa, but also the world.  Bro. Demarest 
contacted Bearing Precious Seed and shared his idea 
to sow more than one million John and Romans 
Scriptures in the ten major cities where the games 
would be held. Bearing Precious Seed committed to 
print the Scriptures and have them assembled with 
the help of more than thirty Seedline churches. BPS 
committed to raise all of the money needed to ship the 
Bibles in three large sea containers, and Bro. Demarest 
took charge of working with over forty churches in 
South Africa to coordinate the distribution.

When I arrived in South Africa, it did not take long to 
realize the magnitude of the tournament.  The airports 
and streets and restaurants were fi lled with more than 
one million soccer fans from all over the world who 
were there from over one hundred countries to cheer 
their team on to victory. 

I had the opportunity to hand out Scriptures in 
three of the ten cites where games were being held: 
Durban, Johannesburg, and Cape Town. Although all 
three of these cities are in the same country, they all 
have their own distinct cultures. Everywhere we went, 

we saw the Lord do great things.  The locals, as well as 
the visitors to the games, were very receptive to the 
Scriptures.  I saw the American missionaries and many 
of the South African Christians alike leading people to 
the Lord on the streets!  

People came from all over the 
world to see their teams play 
at the World Cup, and most 
of them left disappointed by 
their team’s eventual defeat.  
Many people, however, for the 
fi rst time in their lives heard or 
read of the “True Victory” that can only be experienced 
in Christ.  At the end of the month-long tournament, 
in excess of one million John and Romans had been 
distributed and an entire country had been impacted 
for the cause of Christ.

South Africa Missions Trip 2010
W  rld Cup

... it did not take 
long to realize the 
magnitude of the

 tournament.
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HOW TO

FOR MISSIONARIES
PRAY
“The Church is looking for better 
methods; God is looking for better 
men. The Holy Ghost does not flow 
through methods, but through men. 
He does not count on machinery, 
but on men. He does not anoint 
plans, but men…

Men of prayer.”
-E. M. Bounds

God’s work moves forward as we pray. Through-
out the ages, God’s servants have recognized the 
power of prayer. Guy H. King said, “No one is 
a firmer believer in the power of prayer than the 
devil; not that he practices it, but he suffers from 
it.”
 
F.B. Meyer, the great preacher of Leicester, Eng-
land, said, “The greatest tragedy of life is not un-
answered prayer, but unoffered prayer.”

Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for 
the greater work; prayer is the greater work.”

Most churches that support missionaries have 
printed prayer lists. Most Christians understand 
that missionaries need intercession. The question 
is “Are we praying effectively for our missionar-
ies and do we really understand HOW we should 
pray for them?” On the next page are some sug-
gested ways to remember your missionaries when 
you pray:
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HOW TO PRAY FOR MISSIONARIES continued

1  Pray that the missionaries will actually reach 
the field of their calling. Missionaries must raise 
their support in order to finance their missionary 
enterprise. This entails many months of traveling, 
speaking in churches, and presenting their min-
istry. They must make hundreds of contacts with 
potential supporters. Some candidates fail to ever 
leave for the field because they are beset by dis-
couragements and trials on deputation. Deputation 
is a great step of faith. We must pray for new can-
didates as they embark on their pre-field ministry.

2  Pray that the missionaries will be able to adapt 
to the foreign culture of their field.

   a. Most missionaries must adapt to a different   
      climate. In Alaska, they must cope with freez-   
      ing cold weather, while in Australia and Afr-       
      ica, they encounter heat. Like it or not, we
      humans are creatures of climate.

   b. Missionaries must adapt to different cultures 
       and customs. In Mexico and Spain, every-
       thing closes down for the afternoon siesta. In 
       New Guinea, the people speak in “pigeon   
       English.” In Central America and the Philip-
       pines, the population is open to the Gospel 
       and responsive. In Europe, people are re-
       served and hardened to religion. In Muslim 
       lands, missionaries find the population an-
       tagonistic. In other countries, the people are 
       anti-American while yet in others there is
       a love for Americans.

   c. The missionary must adapt to the different 
       cuisine. All missionaries have stories of 
       

       “bad” things they have had to eat because 
       they did not want to offend the people.

3  Pray that the missionary will be able to learn 
the language of their field of calling. This is a ma-
jor prayer request. Some languages are extremely 
difficult. The missionary must learn the local lan-
guage in order to truly understand the thinking of 
the local people. Some missionaries become dis-
couraged. Pray for them and write and encourage 
them.

4  Pray that the missionary and family will adjust. 
Sometimes the missionary must live thousands 
of miles from parents, home, and familiar places. 
They face loneliness. Grandchildren miss grand-
parents and friends. Loneliness is a powerful emo-
tion. In time, missionaries must leave their grown 
children in America for college and return to the 
field without them. One missionary son said good-
bye to his parents, and as they returned, he stayed 
in the car at the airport all night weeping. Pray for 
adjustment. Missionary children have lived their 
developing years on the mission field. While they 
do not belong there, they neither feel totally adapt-
ed back in America.

5  Pray for the health and safety of the missionary 
and family. In many lands, the missionaries do not 
have adequate medical facilities. They face ma-
laria, typhoid fever, and other diseases. They face 
physical dangers from robbers, revolutions, and 
hostile environments.

6  Pray for the spiritual lives of the missionaries. 
When the missionaries arrive on the field they  
will often not have the support of Christian friends 
and a church family. The spiritual oppression on 
most mission fields can be draining and over-
whelming.

Churches and Christians should read 
the missionary’s prayer report and take 

note of what they really face, 
then pray appropriately.
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Why should you get familiar with Africa?  As a 
child of God, you exist to glorify God, seek and 
save the lost, pray for the neediest peoples, 
and responsibly funnel the resources God has 
entrusted to you toward the places of greatest 
need.  Working intelligently and strategically 
requires knowing what needs to be done and 
then doing it.  If Jesus were a pastor today, where 
would He send missionaries?  How about where 
missionaries and the church aren’t?  When you 
picture in your mind a “good Christian,” that 
concept should include a map, news of current 
events, and online research sources which 
identify existing peoples who have no Bible 
and no church; but that’s when the work really 

just begins.

The Apostle Paul confessed that his 
ministry efforts in Ephesus were 

equally ridden with opportunities 
and obstacles.  “For a great door 
and effectual is opened unto me, 
and there are many adversaries” 
(1 Corinthians 16:9).  While 
Paul’s experience is indicative 
of the worldwide work of God, 
it is especially so today among 
the fifty-plus countries and 
one billion inhabitants of the 

second largest continent in the 
world.  What obstacles await the 

swift messengers (Isaiah 18:2) to 
the people of Africa?

The African man, by nature, is 
acutely in tune with the spiritual 
world.  Two hundred years ago, the 
religion of Africa was mostly animism 
(simplistically understood as a belief 
in spirits).  As missionaries facilitated 
the education of Africa, the religions 
of Christianity and Islam became 

viable options for Africans who wished to turn 
from animism.  While nearly half of Africa is 
comprised of Christians, the growing number 
of Muslim adherents testifies to Islam’s ambition 
to claim the other half.  The seventh edition of 
Operation World (2010: 40) estimates that 182 
million Muslims occupy the region north of the 
Sahara while even more, 246 million, reside in sub-
Saharan Africa.  Since both Islam and Christianity 
in Africa today have residual elements of animism 
as a result of syncretism (e.g., ancestor worship), 
missionaries must understand the fear-based 
worldview of the African mind and go equipped 
with strategies like Chronological Bible Teaching 
which is purposefully designed to confront 
and remove these layers of lies through truth 
teaching.   

There are 2,110 languages in Africa (Mandryk 
2010: 30), making up almost one-third of the 
world’s 6,900 languages.  According to Wycliffe 
Bible Translator (WBT) statistical estimates, 
805 of these languages have no portion of 
Scripture (Last Languages Campaign) and over 
five hundred of these are located in Central 
Africa and Nigeria (Wycliffe Statistics).  Nigeria 
alone contains five hundred and fourteen living 
languages (Ethnologue).  Current progress is 
remarkable considering that by 1870, fewer than 
twenty African languages had been reduced to 
writing and by 1975, linguists believed there to be 
no more than 860 African languages (Kane 1982: 
166).  Not all African languages are primitive; 
many are indeed complex, demonstrating the 
demand for a sober approach in preparing for the 
linguistic challenge.  In Central Africa, a language 
was discovered containing nouns in twelve 
genders and verbs with thirty-two tenses (Kane 
1982: 166).  To put this in perspective, English 
has only nine basic verb tenses.  In South Africa, 
the Zulu language has approximately 23 kinds 

by David Parker
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of nouns and a complicated verb system.  Other 
linguistic obstacles in African languages consist of 
the knowledge and use of indigenous idiomatic 
expressions and the need to resort to description 
when one-word equivalents do not exist in the 
local vocabulary.  In Kasem, a northern Ghanaian 
language, if one wanted to say “he is brave,” one 
must use an idiomatic expression which literally 
means, “his abdomen is hard.”  Also, in Kasem of 
Ghana, there is no single word for “inheritance.”  The 
way to express “inheritance” would be to describe 
what inheritance means, “the things our father left 
us when he died” (Beekman & Callow 1974: 163, 58).

Like many countries in the Two-thirds World, corrupt 
governments on the African continent are very 
often the cause of poverty, weak infrastructure, 
and a country’s inability to share its wealth with 
its own people.  Leadership in these governments 
suppresses their peoples so they cannot function 
capitalistically.  The people in these countries are 
denied the freedoms to create, to produce, and to 
trade.  The poverty of Russia, India, China, Somalia, 
and Brazil is the result of cultures 
and governments that simply do not 
let people act capitalistically (Lingle 
2005).  While corrupt governments 
lead in the exploitation of its citizens, 
well-intentioned aid efforts may 
also be harmful.  When missionaries 
facilitate the import of foreign aid 
items, which make up a legitimate 
portion of the local economy, 
they unwittingly contribute to the 
crippling of the local economy by 
effectively eliminating the need of the product 
already being provided by indigenous suppliers.  In 
such situations, missionaries should listen and learn, 
lest their helping results in harm.  Until there is a 
change in the source of the damage, missionaries 
will continue to share in the depravations of the 
people (Proverbs 29:2).

Disease is at home in Africa.  During the Great 
Century of missionary advance (1800’s), missionaries 
to Africa packed their belongings in their own coffins 
because they did not expect to live more than five 
years due to the climate and illnesses in Africa.  While 

the threat from some African diseases has abated, 
Malaria, HIV/AIDS, and Sleeping Sickness are thriving 
and defying both Africans and expatriates alike.  

In the last two decades, three African nations have 
been involved in genocide:  Rwanda, Northern 
Uganda, and the Sudan.  Unthinkable atrocities 
have been committed in these campaigns, leaving 
horrific scars on the land and its inhabitants.  During 
my summer in Israel (2009), I met a Sudanese man 
who was awaiting deportation back to Sudan.  He 
had narrowly escaped from the Sudan with his wife 
and children after witnessing the execution of his 
own parents in the genocide in Sudan.  The man was 
a believer of notable faith in Christ.  As he re-told 
some of the horrible events which he had witnessed, 
I was acutely aware (but thankful) of how little I 
understood the severity of his tragic experiences.  
Workers to these and similar regions will need divine 
grace, wisdom, and patience in ministering among 
survivors.

“Christians today are the most persecuted group 
in the world.  Persecution is on the rise because of 

Communism, the expansion of Islamic 
and Hindu extremism, and because 
of the sparsity of freedom-honoring 
governments around the world” (Ethics 
and Religious Liberty Commission).  By 
some strange oversight, many believers 
in America are blind to the reality 
of the persecution accompanying 
identification with Christ (e.g., Matthew 
24:9; Philippians 1:29; 2 Corinthians 
1:5-11; 4:7-18; 11:23-30; 12:5, 10; and 1 
Thessalonians 3:3-4).  Africa is home to 

some of the most violent persecution of Christians 
in the world.  According to Smyrna Ministries 
International, no place on the planet is more lawless 
and anti-Christian than Somalia, which contains 
a Muslim population of 99.95% (Status of the 
Persecuted Church in Islamic Contexts). 

Al-Shabaab, a well-organized Muslim terrorist group 
in control of much of Somalia, has sworn to kill all 
Christians and bring Somalia under Sharia law.  
Based on the teachings of the Koran and the sayings 
of Muhammad, draconian brutalities—death by 

“Christians today 
are the most 

persecuted group 
in the world.”
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stoning for adultery, execution of converts from 
Islam to Christ, and chopping off hands and feet 
for stealing—are commonplace.  A Christian man 
in Mogadishu was accused of trying to convert a 
Muslim boy and executed.  Another believer refused 
to betray his teacher in the faith, and his young 
sons were beheaded.  An evangelist bringing Bibles 
into the country was discovered and shot.  Other 
Christians and converts have lost their families, jobs, 
and homes.  Christians are forced to hide their faith 
since even owning a Bible is punishable by death.  
Yet, despite all this, believers still gather, and there is 
a great desire for the gospel.

Those of us from the West who minister among 
Muslims must realize that when we invite Muslims 
to identify with Christ, we simultaneously invite 
them to a persecution that we ourselves have never 
experienced – the threat of death for apostasy 
(turning from Islam).  It is a sobering consequence 
for those of us who have paid relatively little to 
follow Christ.  We should expect that witnessing 
among Muslims, as is the case in many countries in 
Africa, will very likely be met with violence and even 
martyrdom.  

Admittedly, the obstacles on the African continent 
are enormous; but where there are obstacles, God 
has provided opportunities.  

The most significant opportunity in Africa is the 
presence of Unreached People Groups (UPG’s).  These 
are distinct people, having their own language, who 
do not have a church capable of evangelizing their 
own people without outside assistance (Mandryk 
2010: 962).  Operation World identifies eleven 
countries in Africa containing the highest number of 
UPG’s.  
              Country  UPG’s  Rank
 Sudan   138  7th
 Chad    72  12th
 Nigeria    67  14th
 Mali    37  24th
 Algeria    35  26th 
 Kenya    35  27th
 Tanzania   33  29th
 Burkina Faso   28  34th
 Libya    28  35th
 Niger    28  36th
 Senegal    27  38th

The UPG’s of Africa clearly represent strategic 
opportunities for missionaries and churches who are 
convinced that God would send His workers to the 
most neglected and needy fields.

The demographics and difficulties of Africa today 
should both overwhelm you and direct you.  
Recognizing that there’s no way you can get a job 
done for God in a place like Africa should motivate 
you to look to God as your greatest Resource (2 
Corinthians 1:8-9).  God delights in involving Himself 
in impossible situations because they allow Him to 
show Himself strong and reveal His glory.  It’s called 
the glory of the impossible.  The knowledge of 
eleven African countries with UPG’s should compel 
churches to make these people priority targets on 
their missionary sending lineups.  Don’t be satisfied 
to say, “We support missionaries in Africa.”  Seek to 
say, “Our missionaries to Africa are working among 
the unreached people.”

Beekman, John & John Callow. 1974. Translating the Word of God. Grand Rapids: Zondervan Pub-
lishing House.; The Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. Persecution. Available from http://
erlc.com/issues/quick-facts/persecution/; accessed 12 April 2011.; Kane, J. Herbert. 1982. A Con-
cise History of the Christian World Mission. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House.; Lewis, M. Paul, 
ed. 2009. Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Sixteenth edition. Dallas: SIL International. Avail-
able from http://www.ethnologue.com/show_country.asp?name=nigeria; accessed 10 April 2011.; 
Lingle, Christopher. 2005 September 21. The Politics of population control.  Available from  http://
www.ideasinactiontv.com/tcs_daily/2005/09/the-politics-of-population-control.html; accessed 31 
July 2010.); Mandryk, Jason. 2010. Operation World: The Definitive Prayer Guide to Every Na-
tion, 7th edition. Colorado Springs: Biblica Publishing. ; Smyrna Ministries International. Status of 
the Persecuted Church in Islamic Contexts. Available from http://www.smyrnaministries.org/scic; 
accessed 11 April 2011.; Smyrna Ministries International. Persecution of Christians in Africa. Avail-
able from  http://www.smyrnaministries.org/africa; accessed 11 April 2011.; Wycliffe Bible Trans-
lators.  Last Languages Campaign.  Available from http://www.lastlanguagescampaign.org/LLC/
Projects/Africa.aspx; accessed 7 April 2011.; Wycliffe Bible Translators. Available from  http://
www.wycliffe.org/About/Statistics/GreatestNeed.aspx; accessed 8 April 2011.
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What is Faith Promise?
Faith Promise giving was years ago looked at and 
presented as man asking God to give to him, and then he 
would give back to God. This puts God as the giver and 
the recipient. If God gives it, then I will give it as my faith 
promise. Though there are examples of such requests 
in the Bible, such as Hannah’s request of a man child in 
which she gave back to God what God gave her, this puts 
God as the one responsible for my giving and not me 
giving by faith.

Faith Promise is the part of our giving that is solely used 
for World Evangelism. Every child of God is commanded 
and required by God to tithe and give in off erings. The 
tithe is to go to the “storehouse” (the church.) This is to 
supply the house of God and the servants to work. The 
Faith Promise is my off ering given to the church for the 
purpose of fulfi lling my individual responsibility of the 
Great Commission. I physically cannot go into all the world 
and preach the Gospel. I must be involved in reaching 
all peoples, nations, and tongues. I do that through 
praying, going, and giving. My faith-promise (my giving 
commitment) is part of my responsibility. We commit for 
a year period of time for the sake of knowing corporately 
as a church what we can do in helping individual 
missionaries seeking support. Our Faith Promise 
commitment is added to other church members’ 
commitments to give us our total Faith Promise 
commitment dollar amount. This now allows us to 
pledge our support to missionaries who have 

been called to go. In the Word of God, our giving is out 
of what we have. A person should ask the Lord what his 
commitment should be. My faith is increased when I 
see God replenish my giving by fi nances, provision, or 
protection. 

Faith Promise is not to come out of one’s tithe. The tithe 
is for the local church needs. The Faith Promise is in 
direct response to reach those without the Gospel.

First Baptist Church’s Faith-Promise off ering 
(commitment) total is somewhere in the area of $225, 
000 to $260,000 a year. We also have other areas of 
giving to missions outside of the Faith Promise. The Faith 
Promise is to insure that our missionaries are supported 
each month as we have promised them. Other missions’ 
monies go to Bearing Precious Seed and other missions 
projects both home and abroad. Our total giving in the 
past years is between $425,000 and $500,000 each year. 
It is the desire of First Baptist Church to train mission 
minded servants for all levels of ministry. We are to be 
actively, at home and abroad, giving to accomplish the 
mission - the Great Commission in reaching the world 
with Christ. 
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Give us some background information on you and your family, and 
how God led you to the place where you will serve?

Michael received Christ when he was fourteen. Three years 
later he surrendered his heart to the Lord and committed 
himself to the missionary enterprise.

Kristen was saved at the age of four. She gave her life to God 
and answered His call to missions as a third grader.

Michael and Kristen were married in 2005. They spent a year 
in Mongolia while completing the fieldwork portion of their 
college program at BSWE. Their daughter, Maya, was born in 
Ulaanbaatar during the internship.

Upon graduation, Michael and Kristen sought the Lord 
for specific direction in missions. While studying, praying 
and researching, they found it impossible to ignore the 
overwhelming statistics concerning the 10/40 Window. 
God had developed a burden in them for unreached and 
unengaged peoples. He used such a lens to adjust their 
focus to the Muslims of North Africa. They intend to spend 
their lives planting churches inside Muslim countries.

How will you have to adjust to the culture?

We want to become as much Arab as possible, without 
becoming anything Muslim, if that makes sense. This means 
we will alter our dress, our food, our lifestyle, etc., but only 
in association with the culture—not the religion. There will 
be a lot of big changes in our lives; but necessary changes, 
if we hope to reach people where they are—in their culture.

What new challenges will you experience on the field that you haven’t 
experienced yet?

Prolonged exposure on the field. We have never been full-
time missionaries before. The longest we have ever spent 
on the foreign field at one time was one year. We will face 

new elements of culture shock. We will not have any team 
members around us. This is definitely a type of pioneer 
work. We will have the challenges of learning a new place/
culture; learning a new language; and communicating 
the Gospel to a people who are restricted from hearing it. 
Nearly everything we do will be a challenge.

What is the most influential religion in the area you are working, 
and what unique challenge does that present?

Islam. Islam presents more challenges than perhaps any 
other religion in the world. The biggest challenge Islam 
will present is concerning an Arab who converts from 
Islam to Christianity. He/she can be banished from their 
home, tortured, or killed for turning away from Islam; 
not to mention public persecution and ridicule, and the 
loss of employment and/or future employment. The 
consequences of becoming a Christian are great. There is 
also the possibility that we (our family) could be persecuted 
for our faith, or targeted by Islamic extremists. Working as 
a Christian missionary in that part of the world does not 
come without risk.

How will you go about evangelizing the people you are trying to 
reach?

We will do a lot of one-on-one witnessing. Our goal will be 
to build relationships with people, enabling us to tell them 
about Christ. In our region, it is illegal to proselytize, which 
means to convert or attempt to convert someone from 
one religion to another. This means that any evangelistic 
work we do needs to be somewhat secretive. We intend to 
place advertisements on the internet to market free Bibles 
or New Testaments. This will give us Muslim contacts to 
witness to who are curious or even seeking major change 
in their lives.

  An Interview with
Michael & Kristin Carter
                                 Missionaries to North Africa
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What methods will you use to train and disciple the new converts?

We will likely employ a variety of methods. However, 
we believe the most effective method is life-on-life 
discipleship. In other words, we need to spend time 
with our disciples. Jesus is our example of the life-on-life 
method. He was constantly teaching his disciples on the 
road…in the morning…at night…during a meal, etc. They 
walked with Him and talked with Him. What a rewarding 
investment.

We will also consider using technology to assist us in 
reaching out and training those new disciples. An online 
Bible correspondence course is an example of that. The 
key is to be spending time and investing ourselves into 
the lives of others.

What are some of the goals you have set for yourself and the 
ministry?

The first goal we have set for ourselves that will enable 
us to minister most effectively to the people is to 
learn their heart language of Arabic. Every day we will 
purposefully seek new individuals to witness to and to 
build relationships with. We obviously have the goal of 
seeing people come to know Christ. But we will take it a 
step further and begin to disciple those new believers. 
We will be planting churches by gathering together those 
new converts into Bible studies that will meet in private 
locations. Those Bible studies will be formed into small 
house churches when the timing is right. It is our goal to 
train men and women to go out and become effective 
Christian witnesses to their own people and beyond.

What advice would you offer a missionary preparing to serve in 
Africa? 

Preparation is vital. Get a good missions education, and 
by that, I mean an education that will prepare you for 
the actual work of being a missionary. This goes beyond 
academic, but includes spiritual, mental and physical 
preparation. There may be times during the training when 
you want to buy a plane ticket and disappear into a jungle 
like Bruchko; but just stick with it. One day you will look 
back on your season of preparation and thank God for it.

How can your home church encourage you and other missionaries 
on the field? 

Make an effort to reverse the cliché: “Out of sight, out of 

mind.” A sense of connectedness would go a long way. It 
would be a discouraging thing to come off the field for 
a furlough and realize that the home church, as a whole, 
was in the dark about a missionary’s ministry. One way to 
remedy this situation would be to have field visits from 
various church members. Then let those members give 
a report on the ministry when they return home. This 
would be encouraging for the church, the missionary, 
and the members that made the trip. There is nothing like 
a missions trip to enforce the connection between the 
church and the missionary! 

Interrupt the service(s) or Sunday School class with a live 
Skype video feed from a missionary on the field. Time 
differences can be tricky, but I know I would be willing to 
stay up until any hour to spend a few minutes with my 
church!

How will you adjust to the culture?

As Michael said, we want to follow Arab culture as much as 
possible without acquiring any Islamic practices. Because 
of this I will wear clothing that the people consider 
modest. This means wearing longer sleeves, and keeping 
my arms, legs, and my neck mostly covered. The hijab, or 
head covering, is a show of adherence to Islam, so I will 
not be wearing one. The way I cook and prepare meals 
and also how I approach and talk to men will also be very 
different than here in America.

How will you involve yourself in the ministry with your husband?

Witnessing in the Muslim world is done different than in 
most other places.  There seems to be two ways to reach 
Muslim women: through her husband, or by another 
woman.  Michael will not be able to witness to or disciple 
Muslim women.  That will be completely up to me.  I am 
looking forward to building relationships with these 
women and sharing with them the one true God!

What will a typical day be like for you?

I will be involved with language learning, home-schooling 
Maya, cooking, and helping Michael out with projects. 
Also many things take much longer in a foreign country, 
so something like running a few errands takes up much 
more of your day.

  An Interview with
Michael & Kristin Carter
                                 Missionaries to North Africa
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Can you give us some background information on you and your 
family, and how God led you to the place where you serve today? 

Greetings in the name of Jesus Christ!  Since we gave our 
lives to God, many things have taken place.  Madelon and 
I never thought we would find ourselves in Uganda East 
Africa.  It seems God has given us a love for the prospects 
of what He can do through us.  He has been molding us for 
His purpose for our lives, The Great African Commission.  
We trust God will help us faithfully serve Him in Uganda as 
we plan to train people (especially men) to do the work of 
God.  We have four children at this time who were all born 
here in Uganda East Africa, they are; Esther (6), Charles Jr. (5), 
Abraham (3), and Priscilla (2).  

CHARLES SIEKBERT AUTOBIOGRAPHY

I have a very memorable account of receiving Jesus Christ 
at about age ten.  I was brought up from birth attending 
First Baptist Church of Milford Ohio.  Many at our home 
church dedicated themselves to its ministries.  They built 
their foundations on The Rock, Jesus Christ.  Because of their 
investments, God sent out a small army of Christian pioneers 
from our church who loved God enough to pay the cost 
for missionary work.  My family is part of the dividends of 
their investments.  I wish I could name all the people who 
contributed to my life.  However, I will only be able to write 
about two pioneers involved in the influence of missions to 
me personally.

One of the people who came out of the midst of those 
pioneers was Ron Todd, missionary to Costa Rica.  He was the 
first missionary to invest in me (Charles) specifically.  After a 
missions trip I took to Costa Rica, Bro. Todd took a little time 
and interest to write me from the field.  It impressed me, 
that a missionary would hand-write personal letters to me.  
When he returned on furlough to the States he took me to a 
few of his meetings as he reported on the field.  It was those 
times that gave me a vision.  Missions is accomplished when 

God uses His most unlikely subjects!  God isn’t looking 
for dynamic speakers, powerful presentations, or good 
personality.  He’s looking for a man who will demonstrate 
His love to this world through the most powerful way 
known to man, personal relationships.

A second of those pioneers was a man who came into 
our midst at First Baptist Church many years ago named 
Bob Hayes, Missionary to Ghana West Africa.  At Sunday 
morning prayer meeting I could almost always find a seat 
next to Bro. Bob Hayes.  He was faithful!  In my college 
years, I had taken a trip to Venezuela and Bro. Hayes had 
been there.  How an old man could retain such youthful 
humor I don’t know but he could.  Years later I was with him 
in India on a missions trip.  The group gave me the privilege 
of helping him because it was difficult for him to mobilize 
from a previous stroke.  He was resolved to attend himself 
as much as possible.  The quiet concern he demonstrated 
was his love for God!  Bro. Hayes was an example that one 
man/family can make a difference.  God used his death (a 
car accident in Ghana West Africa that also took the lives of 
his son and daughter) as a means of confirming His plan for 
me in Africa.

MADELON SIEKBERT AUTOBIOGRAPHY

My family started attending Newtonsville Baptist Church as 
a result of the bus ministry.  I received Christ at age seven.  
My Pastor’s wife led me to the Lord after a Sunday evening 
service.  At age twelve, I read a book entitled Hidden Valley 
about missionaries in Africa.  It burdened my heart for 
missions, but caused fears about Africa.  At a youth camp 
on August 9, 1990 I surrendered to be a missionary, willing 
to go anywhere but Africa.  I graduated from Crown College 
with a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education in 1999, 
instead of the MRS degree I was hoping to receive.  I got 
a job teaching first grade at Milford Christian Academy (a 
ministry of First Baptist Church, Milford).  Teaching was 
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great, but I knew God wanted me to be a missionary.  I 
spoke to Dr. Keen (then pastor) about my burden and he 
advised me to make it public at church.  He told me to 
finish the school year and then take some survey trips to 
find where God wanted me.  I was afraid of going alone, 
but wanted to please Christ.  The day I finally turned my 
fears of Africa and serving single over to the Lord was the 
exact day my husband, Charles, asked me out on a date.  
God’s timing is perfect!  I enjoy serving the Lord with the 
wonderful husband and children He has given me.

THE LORD’S WORKING THROUGH US IN UGANDA

God has sent and blessed us to serve Him in Uganda for the 
last eight years.  We returned to Uganda June 20th 2011 to 
serve our third term.  Our first term in Uganda started in 
July of 2003.  We spent six months in Uganda learning with 
a missionary who was then called to serve elsewhere.  We 
were given a small group of people to work with.  After six 
months God led us to invite them into home Bible studies 
because things were not growing healthily.  It became 
a completely different work after another six months.  
We invited them into our home and began First Baptist 
Church.  Early in the work things grew well.  The people 
moved into our garage, painted the walls and floors, paid 
for their own chairs, baptismal, and study tools, and then 
invited visitors to come.  The physical growth slowed after 
our agreement on that building expired and we moved 
down the road one kilometer.  At the end of 2006 we went 
on furlough and the people were successful maintaining 
the church.  However, in our absence some divisions hurt 
the spirit of the church.  We had been working through 
difficulties from the old idea that a missionary is to take 
all the responsibilities.  We intend to maintain indigenous 
works.  This, at least in Uganda, is very difficult.  We are still 
learners in the process as to what will work and how much 
of what we do will work there.  We have seen many people 
come to Christ!  Most of them are converts of our church 
members who are beginning to discover a spiritual walk 
with the Lord and a concern for lost souls.  We see spiritual 
growth from people we did not expect.  They have taken 
over most all of the services and programs of the church 
under their student pastor, Jackson Kasajja.  He is taking 
an active role in leading the church.  Pray for us to gain 
people who have a desire for God to get the glory!

Concerning our short-term accomplishments and goals, 
we would like to see the Kampala church have their own 
facility to meet, even if it is small and indiscrete.  It will 
take time and some partnering with people who may be 
able to help us raise some funds.  In Kampala, the Capital, 

property moves fast and expensive.  In Uganda you 
have the extremely rich or the extremely poor.  Pray for 
our work!  God is faithful and He knows the timing and 
abilities of our people and their faith.  The church has 
three weekly service times, weekly visitation, and staff/
teacher meetings.  We offer several Bible courses each 
year to promote knowledge and Biblical leadership in 
their relationships with God.  Pray for them to grow in 
their faithfulness to the Lord!

Concerning our long-term goals, it is our desire to start 
other works.  We are looking at places to begin a second 
and possibly a third church.  It is our desire to move to 
Mukono, a growing town seven to ten miles outside the 
Capital.  There are no known Independent Baptist works 
there.  Also, the Lord has given us funds for land in the 
fishing village of Mbulamuti, about two and one half 
hours from the Capital.  We plan to begin Bible studies 
there in 2012.  

Last, our goals include ten to fifteen more years in Africa if 
the Lord will.  We are setting a realistic shelf life on day to 
day involvement in Africa knowing the Lord would have 
us to be useful elsewhere as we mature.  Our goals involve 
establishing works and leaving them as independent 
ministries (as soon as possible) opposed to building and 
maintaining them as missionary pastor type ministries.  
The Apostle Paul demonstrated that not everything works 
out the way we plan.  God’s will and ways are unlimited 
and sometimes unknown until after the fact.  Pray the 
Lord will continue to honor Himself in giving us a ministry 
vision as we serve Him here on the field of Uganda East 
Africa!

How will you go about evangelizing the people you are trying to 
reach?

There are four ways I know to evangelize.  (1) Spend time 
with the people.  (2) Preach the Gospel of repentance and 
the remission of sins by the blood of Jesus Christ.  (3) Live in 
front of your converts the “distinction” of God’s Word, and 
(4) Give to your people the “sense” of what the Scriptures 
mean (Neh.8:8).  I believe maintaining a learning spirit can 
also help us help the national believers become what they 
ought in order to reach their people without Westernized 
opinion and added issues.  One temptation is to teach 
and preach things that are not an issue among today’s so 
called heathen world.  

  An Interview with
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As we think about the teaching of the 
Great Commission, a question that I 
often ask myself is this—why aren’t 
more young people surrendering to 
the call of full time ministry in their 
lives? I firmly believe that God is 
still in the business of calling young 
people to full time ministry and 
desires more than ever for the task to 
be accomplished; but where are the 
willing hearts of the young people 
who once surrendered to whatever 
was asked of them? Where are the 
numbers of young people who will 
give what they have to accomplish 
what God wants? 

This question has motivated me to 
ask several teenagers just what is 
hindering so many of them from 
answering the call. They believe that 
God does still call people, but they 
are hesitant to respond to that very 
thing. In seeking an answer from 
them, I began to notice a common 

theme in the answers—
most teenagers are 

afraid that 

answering the call will require too 
much of a sacrifice. In hearing these 
answers, I began to examine just 
why our young people feel that way. 
What has caused them to think of 
surrendering to God’s will as too big 
of a sacrifice? What has happened in 
our teaching and discipleship that 
has made them think that the work is 
just not worth it? Most importantly, 
what can be done to help our young 
people to realize that the work of 
the Lord is worth every bit of our 
existence?

In thinking through this issue, the 
Lord kept bringing to mind a very 
familiar Bible story. In John chapter 
six, we are brought to this scene 
where Christ is looking out over a 
multitude and having compassion 
for their need to eat. As Christ was 
always training His disciples, He 
asked Phillip what could be done to 
provide bread for this great number 
of people. After Philip missed the 
opportunity to recognize that Christ 
would have it taken care of, Andrew 
brought up a young lad who was 
offering up his lunch to be used 
for the great multitude. Now, on 
the human level, we acknowledge 
that a young boy’s lunch would 
not be nearly sufficient to provide 
for a great multitude. However, 
God works on the level of the 
supernatural, and that lunch was 
more than enough to provide for 
the hunger of a great crowd. You 
see, when God is involved in that 
which we think is not enough, it 
always ends up being enough. 

What is even more incredible is 
this truth that is shown throughout 
Scripture—God never wants us to 
sacrifice everything; He just wants us 
to be willing to sacrifice everything. 
Look at what the boy gave and then 
at what was leftover. Not only was 
his little lunch enough to feed that 
large multitude, he went home with 
twelve times the amount that he had 

left home with. I believe that when a 
person gets to the point that they 
are willing to surrender whatever 
they have for God’s use, they no 
longer look at it as a sacrifice, but 
rather as a joy to give to the Lord.  
This young man was willing, and 
Christ blessed mightily. 

Another example of this was 
Abraham offering Isaac. God never 
intended for Isaac to be killed. He just 
wanted to make sure that Abraham 
was willing to give up his most 
prized possession in obedience to 
God. Once God saw Abraham’s faith 
and obedience, He then began to 
fulfill the promise that He had made 
to Abraham.

The important thing for our young 
people is not that they get taught 
that ministry and surrender to 
God’s will is all about sacrificing 
everything, but rather that it is 
about a willingness to do what God 
wants. Once the heart is turned to 
the will of God and surrendered, 
then God can accomplish great 
things in that person’s life. The 
greatest thrill of ministry is knowing 
that we are doing what God wants 
us to be doing. It has not required 
some great sacrifice. It has been a 
privilege to give back to God what 
is already His. May each of us accept 
the challenge to teach this to the 
next generation. Surrendering to 
God’s will is never a negative event. 
It is truly the purpose for why we are 
here—to accomplish all that God 
wants accomplished for His glory!

Teenager, are you willing to give 
what you have? There may be things 
in life that God will take so that He 
can draw you closer. However, in 
the end, the bountiful blessings and 
fulfillments of God’s promises make 
surrendering all a blessing. Please, 
do not look at what you will lose, 
but rather what God can do with a 
vessel “meet for the Master’s use.”
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Kenya is a beautiful country situated on the eastern 
side of Africa.  It is surrounded by Ethiopia, southern 
Sudan, Somalia, Uganda, and Tanzania. It is known 
for sites like Mount Kenya (second highest in Africa), 
the Great Rift Valley, Lake Victoria, and is also known 
for its numerous wildlife reserves.   It has been my 
privilege to take two mission trips to Kenya.  If I had 
to describe the country in one word, I believe that 
word would be contrast.  Kenya has so many drastic 
contrasts.  For example, there are so many beautiful 
variations of fl owers and trees, but they grow out 
of the brown, dirty, blistering soil that blankets the 
countryside. Fascinating wildlife roams freely over 
the vast landscape, but it is often framed in the 
backdrop of the city skyscrapers.  There are many 
foreign embassies, but they back up to the doors of 
one of the world’s most photographed slums within 
the capital city.  I guess one of the biggest contrasts 
that I experienced in Kenya would be in the spiritual 
realm. On one hand, I saw the devastation caused by 
the sinful nature of human fl esh, and on the other 
hand, experienced people with a hunger and thirst 
for the truth of God’s Word.  On these pages, I would 
like to give you a glimpse of what God allowed me to 
experience within the prisons of Kenya.

Prisons in Kenya are probably like other prisons in 
the world in one respect, they are full.  They were 
full of people who were guilty of crimes, and full 
of people who were innocent.  I know what you’re 
thinking, “Yeah right, everybody thinks they are 
innocent.”  Well, let me explain, there are three 
diff erent divisions in a Kenyan prison; remand 
section, convicted section, and the condemned 
section.  Most people understand the convicted 
and the condemned sections but may not be so 
familiar with the remand section.  When a person 
is accused of a crime and arrested, they are sent to 
a remand prison, or a prison with a remand section 
within that prison. This is where they hold a person 
until they can have a trial.  The problem is that they 
may not have a trial or come to a conclusion to the 
trial for years.  I heard stories where people were in 
the remand prison system for up to four, fi ve, maybe 
even eight years before they were either proven 
guilty or innocent.  Another diff erence between the 
three systems is that the remand prisoners wore 
street clothes, and the convicted and condemned 
wore black and white uniforms.  The bottom line is, 
whether they were guilty or innocent, whether they 
wore prison uniforms or street clothes, they were 
bound by four walls and restricted to prison life.

Prison life is unique to say the least.  Most prisons 
that I went to would look more like a walled city with 

by Dale Money
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one main gate, and several one floor buildings spread 
out inside. Instead of prison bars and individual cell 
blocks, most prisoners were in large groups within a 
concrete structure.   Bathrooms were another unique 
contrast in prison life; because for the prisoners, 
there were none.  When the floors of the building 
were poured, concrete troughs were made to carry 
body waste out.  Although they kept these cleaned 
out, they still had a distinct odor.  Although, cramped 
quarters and harsh conditions were the norm, many 
prisons were manicured on the outside and in order, 
especially if the OIC (officer in charge) was a woman.

Well, I didn’t go to the Kenyan prisons to write a 
documentary but instead to reach people for Christ. 
For you see, God loves these dear souls just as much 
as He loves you and me.  Although they may not 
live in the best of conditions and are, in most cases, 
stripped of everything, God commands us to go to 
them and make disciples. They have nothing left of 
man to offer, but we have something from God to 
give.  Through the leadership of Dr. Stan Frye and 
his dear wife Joanne, we were able to go into these 
prisons, and preach the glorious Gospel of Jesus.  
The response was great.  Many souls received Jesus 
as Saviour, and others were strengthened in the 
faith.  I even had a chance to see a few guards make 
decisions for Christ.  Just before leaving the prisons, 
we handed out copies of John and Romans to them 
in their language.  They often grabbed them out of 
our hands, and started to read them immediately.  I 
remember one man named Daniel, who borrowed a 
pen and wrote his name on the front cover, so that 
others would know that  it was his 
book.  Although they were 
locked up in prison 
walls, many of them 
experienced the 
freedom that 

only comes through Christ’s shed blood.  

One of the last prisons I preached in, God directed 
me do something I have never done before and have 
never done since.  He had me, in front of everyone, 
call up a convicted prisoner and wash his feet.  I was 
preaching on how Jesus came to be a servant, and 
how He illustrated that to His disciples by washing 
their feet.  So I took a chair, sat the man down, and 
with a bottle of water in my hands started washing 
his feet.  After I washed his feet, I took his prison 
striped shirt off of him and put it on me. Then I 
took my white dress shirt and put it on him. It was 
to illustrate Christ taking on our sins and giving us 
His righteousness.  When the message was over 
about twenty-five trusted Christ.  About two weeks 
later, while back home, I received a call from the 
missionary.  He explained that a few days after we 
left the prison there was an outbreak of cholera in 
that prison and already twenty were dead.  How my 
heart was broken, but then it dawned on me that 
God gave them one more chance to call on Him and 
one more chance to hold His Word.  His mercy was 
extended to them one more time.  Many Christians 
sit at home enjoying the things of this world when 
they could use the resources God has given them 
to affect souls for eternity.  They could at least give 
small blocks of their time to carry the message of 
Christ to the lost.  An optometrist went on that trip 
with us, and because he used his talents, a door 
was opened and many were saved.  What are you 
waiting for?  Kenya is a country full of contrasts.  
Maybe that’s the very thing we need to experience 

in our Christian life.  I challenge 
you to get out of your 

comfort zone and 
test God! 
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The sounds of the Liberian jungle penetrated our 
attempts to sleep in spite of our exhaustion.  Night 
animals calling to each other brought imaginations 
of what kinds of critters might be lurking on the 
other side of the block walls now protecting us 
in the missionary’s house.  The distant wail of a 
woman’s voice carried over the other jungle sounds 
throughout the night.  The mournful, repetitious 
chanting seemed to pronounce an urgent warning of 
some kind.  These wailing sounds were coming from 
the prophetess in the nearby village called Mission 
Town, one of three nearby villages inhabited by the 
Grebo people. She had declared that five pregnant 
women would die soon.  Three had already died and 
a fourth woman was very ill and thus the wailing.  
Two days later she died leaving the question: who 
would be the next victim in the predictions of the 
prophetess? 

Accompanying the missionary, we passed through 
Mission Town, abandoned houses, the church, which 
is still the center of “Christian” activities, and on to Big 
Town to pay our respects to the family.  Houses were 
spaced around an open area where the woman’s 
body was framed in a bamboo rectangle and 
elevated on a pedestal for the mourning period.  The 
houses in each village had white crosses painted on 
the doors.  The missionary explained that the crosses 
had nothing to do with Calvary.  When a soft whistle 
is heard, the Grebo believe that the “Bush Spirit” has 
entered the village.  Fear causes them to drop what 
they are doing and run into the nearest house to hide 
behind the cross for protection.  

Later, back in Mission Town, the church building 
bustled with activity in preparation for the memorial 
service for the fourth woman who had died.  A long 
string of women, dressed in a variety of brightly 
tie-dyed wraps were dancing and singing in their 
native tongue to the beat of a typical African drum. 
They made their way through the crowd like a giant 
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serpent, eventually coming to rest at the front of the 
church.

After many accolades for the deceased, the preacher 
began, in broken English, to proclaim the worthiness of the 
woman to enter heaven. “We know that she is in heaven 
because of the work she has done.”  Attempting to sound 
out each word, he read from his English Bible to affirm 
his declaration but made no mention of the death, burial, 
and resurrection of our Lord as the reason for acceptance 
into the presence of a Holy God.  The prophetess then 
mixed thoughts from hearing Bible teaching with her own 
animistic incantations to the spirits and ended her prayer 
in Jesus name.

The missionary explained that they had been invited to 
work with the Grebo by some of the tribal leaders who 
desired that the Word of God be translated into their 
language.  Bible translation requires communicating 
God’s message of Himself to people in a way that they 
can understand His meaning.  This requires learning the 
culture of a people, that is, the inner core of why they do 
what they do, in order to understand their language.  If a 
missionary does not know the culture, he does not know 
what the words he has learned convey to the recipient of 
his translation.

Many years ago, missionaries, untrained for the challenge 
of learning the local dialects, often thought the African 
languages impossible to learn.  Grebo, like many other 
West African languages, has a unique step tone system 
in which inflection can change the meaning of a word 
in its sentence, an unfamiliar concept to most English 
speakers.  In order to communicate with the Grebo people, 
missionaries established learning centers; inviting the 
people to come and learn English, and to be taught the 
Bible.  Mission Town was established when missionaries 
secured a plot of land near Big Town and Small Town, in 
the heart of the Grebo peoples.  They built a fine cement 
block church building, complete with a steeple.  People 
were enticed to move to Mission Town by offering them a 
house of their own, if they would come and live and learn.  
Many responded for a time, but eventually faded back in 
to Big Town and its traditional animistic life. 

Syncretism is the mixing of newly learned concepts with 
the traditional beliefs of their ancestors, creating a third 
set of beliefs.  Small Town was the heart of the animistic 
traditions of manipulating the unseen spirits that control 
life and the quality of life.  The Small Town leaders refused 
to be a part of these new ways and kept intact the purity 
of their traditions, controlling the people through fear.  
Outsiders were not allowed to visit this village.  The people 
from Big Town and Mission Town added some “Christian” 

beliefs (as they understood them) to their old ways.  
Syncretism was the obvious result among the Grebo 
people.

As we worked and traveled in Liberia, Ivory Coast, 
Burkina Faso, and Senegal in West Africa for the next 
several weeks, we recognized patterns of syncretism in 
many places.  Frequently there were abandoned church 
buildings, symbols that suggested Christian influences, 
and rituals that had striking resemblance to practices 
observed in other tribal locations we had visited.

Under pressure to report results, missionaries often 
feel they do not have the time to learn a language 
and do culture study at a level necessary to produce a 
translation that will speak to the heart of a people. Even 
if the missionary has training in skills for language and 
culture acquisition, he seldom takes the time to do so.  
English or some other “trade” language is used, leaving 
the missionary to guess what the native speakers 
understand and are conveying to others.  

I believe the following considerations are essential in 
order to reach Africa in our generation.

1. The missionary must have a solid biblical world 
view. (According to researcher George Barna, 90% 
of proclaimed evangelicals in the USA do not.)

2. The world view of the target peoples must be 
understood.  This comes only by immersion of 
the missionary into the language and culture of 
his people. (Most have little understanding of the 
animistic beliefs, so typical in the religions of the 
people around them in the city or the bush.)

3. The missionary and his sending church must be 
willing to allow the amount of time and training 
necessary to learn to clearly communicate biblical 
truth in the understanding of the people.  The 
missionary who does not learn the language and 
culture will be the last to know that he may have 
caused a church to be born that mixes Christian 
truths with witchcraft.

4. The Bible, the story of God, must be translated into 
the language of the people in order for church 
leaders to read and understand it for themselves 
in further church planting efforts. The national 
church must be self governing, self supporting 
and self propagating, thereby functioning and 
reproducing in its own cultural context, under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit.

5. When missionaries are not properly prepared to 
clearly present the gospel by understanding the 
language and culture of the people the result will 
be syncretism; a mixing of Christianity with their 
animistic beliefs, as we witnessed among the 
Grebo.  The result will be Witchcraft in Jesus Name.
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Can you give us some background information on you and your 
family, and how God led you to the place where you serve today?

My name is Dave Barnhouse. I am 42 years old and my 
wife, Maggie, is 39 years old. We have five children: 
Jonathan, 18 yrs; Nathanael, 16 yrs; Emily, 12 yrs; Steven 
2 yrs; and David, 11 months. For the past 10 years I have 
been pastoring Slippery Rock Baptist Church in Slippery 
Rock, PA. God has blessed and allowed us to be a part of 
many amazing things. Shortly after I became pastor, we 
began taking missions’ trips. We’ve gone from the Arctic 
Circle, to Haiti, to the Dominican Republic, to Honduras, 
and most recently to Africa. A group of men from our 
church visited a missionary in Zambia and fell in love with 
the people and the work. Very shortly after our trip, that 
missionary left the field and the ministry in Zambia had 
no leadership. God burdened the hearts in our church to 
step in and work with the people there. Over the past three 
years, there have been groups from our church travel over 
there on nine different occasions. In October of last year, 
on a return flight from one of these trips, God began to 
give me a burden to move to Zambia and work with the 
people full time. My wife and I began to pray earnestly 
about this, wanting God to make His way clear to us in 
an unmistakable way. Within a very short time we were 
amazed at the very evident answers to these prayers. In 
May of 2011, I talked to the people in a Sunday evening 
service, sharing the burden of our hearts and resigning 
the church to begin the process of deputation.   

What new challenges have you experienced that you didn’t 
experience before?

After being a pastor for the past 20 years, and being on 
the receiving end of hundreds of missionary calls, the 
greatest challenge to me is being on the other end of the 
phone, the one making the calls to request meetings.

How well have you adjusted to the culture?

I have learned a lot from the past five times I have been to 
Zambia, and look forward to the opportunity of working 
with the bush people to learn even more upon our 
return.

What is the most influential religion in the area you 
are working, and what unique challenge does that 
present?

While there are many religions that have 
an influence in Zambia, the greatest 
challenge is the attempt to blend 
traditional tribal worship with 
Christianity.

 

How will you go about evangelizing the 
people you are trying to reach?

We have many opportunities for 
ministry in Zambia. We have done 
village to village outreach in the 
evenings, Bible Institute, widows’ 
outreach and Family Conference. 
We will be able to do programs in 
the local schools, as well as working 
with the children in the orphanage.

What methods will you use to train and 
disciple the new converts?

We are currently using a discipleship 
program that is tailored to the 
needs of the bush people, and are 
training the pastors and grounded 
church members to disciple new 
converts.  

  An Interview with
Dave & Maggie Barnhouse
                                    Missionaries to Zambia
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  An Interview with
Jonathon & Holly Wheeler
                             Missionaries to North Africa

Can you give us some background information on you and your 
family, and how God led you to the place where you serve today? 

Jonathan: I had the privilege of growing up in a Christian 
home and received Jesus Christ as my personal Savior 

at the age of four. When I was in middle school I 
surrendered to serve God in any way He wanted me 

to. Then while attending Trinity Baptist College, 
I surrendered to go to the foreign mission field. 

I graduated in 2009 with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree, Missions Concentration.

Holly: I also had the privilege of growing 
up in a Christian home and was led to 

the Lord by my mom at the age of six. 
My first experience with missions was 
during a mission trip to Peru, South 
America at the age of thirteen. The 
Lord began working on my heart and 
at the age of fourteen I surrendered to 
serve Him on the foreign mission field. 
I attended Trinity Baptist College and 
graduated in 2008 with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree, Missions Concentration.

Together: While we were engaged 
God began to give us a heart to 
reach Muslims with the Gospel. After 
Jonathan’s graduation in 2009 we 
got married on June fifth. We both 
worked at Trinity Rescue Mission in 
Jacksonville, Florida until November 
2009. Soon after our wedding we 
were accepted by Global Faith Mission 
Agency and surrendered to serve God 
in North Africa. On July 9th of this year 
God blessed us with a healthy baby 
boy, Jackson. Our plan is to be on the 
field in North Africa by the end of fall 
2011.

What new challenges have you experienced that you didn’t 
experience before?

Right now, our lives as missionaries have been focused on 
raising support. Through this experience we have learned 
to live by faith for every need we have. It has been a 
blessing to see that God always provides exactly what we 
need, when we need it! 

What is the most influential religion in the area you are working, 
and what unique challenge does that present?

In the area of North Africa that we will be in, the religion 
is 99% Muslim. 

As Christians, we have many restrictions with sharing the 
Gospel. Being a missionary in the country we are going to 
is illegal. The national believers actually face persecution 
for living out their faith. However, we know that the Lord 
has called us to this area and we trust that despite the 
challenges, He will allow His Word to be heard through us. 

What methods will you use to you train and disciple the new 
converts?

Because of the fact that church will take place in a smaller 
scale. Many services will take on more of a discipleship 
setting rather than just a traditional church service. This is 
because church will be held in houses because it is illegal 
for believers to gather together for worship. We will also 
be spending much time one on one with believers to 
help grow their faith and be a Godly example to them. 
Our goal is not just to teach them about Christ and about 
the Bible. Our goal is to teach them to obey Christ and the 
teachings in the Bible. 
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From the beginning of time, man 
has chosen to exalt himself, desiring to be like 

“gods, knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5) The same reason  
that our world is in the shape it is in presently, also plagued 
the day of Noah. “And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imagination was only 
evil continually.” (Genesis 6:5) Man continues to struggle with 
imagining things that were never intended by God to enter 
man’s hearts and minds; Man choosing self over his Creator!  
Reformers Unanimous strives to equip individuals to cast 
down every wicked imagination, learn to live in victory, and 
glorify their Creator. 

Every man has the same purpose.  “Even every one that 
is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I 
have formed him; yea, I have made him.” (Isaiah 43:7) Every 

missionary goes to the fi eld for one purpose – to glorify God.  
Every church planter invests his life to build the body of Christ 
to glorify God.  Every church member serves in the body of 
Christ with the goal of glorifying God.  

Reformers Unanimous exists for this same purpose!  We start 
from the beginning, teaching man God’s truths, “Casting 
down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself 
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ.” (2 Corinthians 
10:5) We desire to teach these simple truths, in prayer and 
expectation that one day God will use each RU student to 
become the next serving church member, faithful church 
planter, or the next missionary to exalt the name of Christ and 
to ultimately glorify THE Creator of all! 

The Lord has answered so many prayers for me; I cannot 
thank and praise Him enough. He has answered, many 
times, before I had prayed because He has promised to 
supply every need of His children. He knows everything, 
and he never sleeps.

I have always tithed, even before my late fi rst husband 
was saved. I tithed on what he gave me to run the 
house. Somehow, my husband knew, and after he was 
saved, he asked if we could put our money in together.

Before Jonathan Lee came into my life, I asked God 
for a husband who would tithe and give to church (in 
addition to other beautiful traits). The Lord gave that 
husband to me, and our marriage was a bit of heaven.

Many years ago, I was returning from a Mary Kay 
seminar in Dallas. On the plane, God spoke to my heart, 
“Give me 20% of your sales rather than the 10% you 
give now.” I did, and God blessed me greatly.

When Pastor Duttry talked about a “First Fruits off ering” 
the Lord told me to give one and a half weeks of income 
from my pension. It was as though He said “You get to 
do this!” It was settled right there where I sat.

I have wonderful peace and joy in knowing that God is 
pleased and will supply my every need.
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C  R  I  K  D  K  W  N  Y  V  Q  P  H  R  P 

N  O  I  L  I  Q  D  W  E  U  V  O  G  E  G 

N  Q  J  W  O  J  X  F  K  V  O  T  N  K  H 

R  Y  S  Z  X  Q  Y  Q  N  O  B  P  D  T  L 

H  P  E  F  B  F  R  R  O  B  N  N  P  F  Y 

N  H  R  P  T  D  K  N  M  Y  H  I  G  I  Z 

H  Z  J  P  V  Z  S  T  E  G  R  T  H  E  H 

S  O  D  T  V  U  V  W  G  I  S  X  B  R  D 

C  R  O  C  O  D  I  L  E  R  Z  R  E  U  B 

U  Z  S  J  Z  J  Y  U  O  A  A  K  Z  L  N 

H  A  T  E  E  H  C  Z  B  F  D  S  S  Z  F 

O  N  Y  I  E  Y  C  W  W  F  D  U  F  U  W 

N  O  Q  Y  U  U  A  P  N  E  U  U  N  M  S 

M  W  D  Y  P  O  N  U  H  V  P  W  E  E  W 

L  R  I  X  F  A  P  O  G  J  M  D  C  I  L

• CHEETAH

• CROCODILE

• GIRAFFE

• HIPPO

African Animals

Find these animals 
you would see in 
Africa in this word 
puzzle:

• LION

• MONKEY

• RHINO

• ZEBRA

_ _ _
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 _   _

 _ _ 
  _ _

 _ _ 
_ _   

J o g t z
 j   t b   

i d w   b 
w z f x h

_ _ _
 _ _ _

 _   _
 _   _
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 _ _ _

 _ _ _

q j g r w 
b i   f o  

 i d w   w 
j g i d b

_ _ 
_ _ 

_   
_ _ 

_ _ 
_ _ 

_ _ 
_ _.

b w k w 
x   z f 

x i t x 
w x i b.

A = J

B = S

C = Z

D = H

E = W

F = O

G = R

H = D

I = T

J = A

K = V

L = Q

M = U

N = X

O = F

P = Y

Q = L

R = G

S = B

T = I

U = M

V = K

W = E

X = N

Y = P

Z = CAfrican 
Decoder
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